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Prof. Vigilijus Jukna, Minister of Agriculture.

I bow with respect
to diligent rural people
I visit frequently Lithuanian countryside and
take delight in seeing it ever changing. Primarily, I am proud of and grateful to our rural people for their honest labour. With the wise use of
the Lithuanian Rural Development Programme
for 2007–2011 and earlier programmes, they
were able to create the rural economy that a
decade ago for many people looked like Utopia.
I bow with respect to rural people. Thanks to
them, our negotiations with the European Commission and the more favourable conditions for
Lithuania, resulting from negotiations, were not
fruitless. Money, whatever their amount, is of no
use without people.
I understand it was not easy. It is not enough
to grow good products, you need to sell them.
6

Even though bacons, sheep and other products,
manufactured by Lithuanian farmers during the
inter-war period, had their value on the European markets, during the period of more than fifty
years they were forgotten in the West. We are
coming back. Lithuanian products find their consumers not only in Europe, but also pave road to
other countries as well.
The expanding markets open new opportunities for rural people and show evidently that
we are exporting excessive amounts of raw
materials, thus reducing considerably our income. It is the final product that creates the added value. The rural economy may be balanced
by livestock-breeding. The climatic conditions
of Lithuania are especially favourable for beef ➤
7
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cattle-breeding and sheep-breeding. In my opinion, the National Livestock-Breeding Development Programme and promotion methods,
developed by the Ministry in collaboration with
the social partners, will be the basis of competitive livestock-breeding. Livestock breeding,
being highly labour-consuming, will contribute
to the reduction of unemployment and income
increase. Beef cattle-breeding and sheep-breeding give the opportunity for strengthening of
small-scale farms. It is promising if after cooperation they will start setting up small agricultural
product processing undertakings, thus strengthening their economic stability.
Our farmers today use most advanced technologies, though still stronger competition stimulates the implementation of more modern
innovations. I believe that European Programme of Innovations is a good choice for Lithuania, encouraging in the short term to establish
the strong cooperation between scientists and
agricultural producers in implementing sciencebased innovations in the farms. The smart farms
need high-quality specialists. A good specialist
cannot be born in an hour. It takes time to bring
up a good specialist; therefore, the Ministry of
Agriculture launched an initiative to show to
young people through educational programmes
that agricultural specialities are not inferior or
less perspective, and farming is also a profitable
business.

The increasing demand for specialists is the
motivation for rural young people to choose
agricultural professions and come back to their
native land. Youth is the life of our countryside. Village starts to become moribund without
young people and the laugh of children and turns
gradually into the factory of agricultural product
production.
And again I turn back to rural people. It highly
depends on them whether we are able to preserve our cradle of culture. We are grateful to communities, contributing to the creation of village,
attractive for living of young people. During the
negotiations with the European Commission and
in planning our national budget we are always
searching for the ways to reduce rural social
exclusion, to improve conditions of life and work,
to create better conditions for acquisition of newest knowledge.
When I am asked what type of farm I am for,
I answer: for a competitive one, which is being
created by our rural people.
Even though the new rural development programme for Lithuania foresees somewhat lower
budget, I believe in the capacity of rural people to make more purposeful and effective investments. Our people understood long ago that
we, not the European Union, must know what
we want to achieve.
Prof. Vigilijus Jukna
Minister of Agriculture

ChaPteR i.
The Minister, speaking with farmers who sell their farm products on the farmers’ market-place in Kaunas.
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opened opportunities for rural people to increase their income. The other benefit of that period
was the door which was flung open to the world
and possibility to see the pursuits and life of people
in other countries during the period when we have
been involved in creating the “bright future”. More
than one individual at that time firmly said: if they
can, I also can live like them.”

feeling more stable
“When the individual has an aim and is willing to
achieve it, opportunities give him a chance. They
were opened after starting the implementation of
the Lithuanian Rural Development Programme for
2007–2013. Farmers are implementing the most
advanced technologies and innovations. Crop production farms, especially of cereal growers, are
gaining in strength. With the interest of the population increased in healthy diet, demand in organic
products went up. Therefore, the number of farmers involved in organic farming and their income
got increased. The number of young farmers who
received support increased thrice. The Ministry of
Agriculture, upon noticing the weaker development
of the traditional Lithuanian business – livestockbreeding – after the programming period started
entering its second stage, entered into negotiations
with the European Commission (EC) and received
its approval for redistribution of support funds,
focusing more considerable attention to animal
breeders. Positive changes were quick to appear.
The number of animals started to increase evidently. This correction was not the only one. The Ministry reacted flexibly to each changing situation and
the emerging new needs of people. With an aim
to achieve the rational, effective and, certainly,

Rural people
began to feel their worth
Mindaugas Kuklierius, Vice-Minister of Agriculture, is convinced:
the greatest achievement in the past decade is the changed
approach of Lithuanian rural people to their activities,
innovations, opportunities and their own selves.

Return of hopes
An opinion has been formed within the long years that only those who are not able to adapt themselves anywhere else stay in the village. Thus, no
wonder, that in the course of time people also started thinking about themselves that way. It was not
easy for the village to rise from stagnation.
“The first wake-up call was news about support
coming into Lithuania from the European Union
(EU). The Special Accession Programme for Agriculture and Rural Development was a starting
point for the bravest farmers in the country to
create a modern farm,” the Vice-Minister reviews
the days when people started to feel a hope: is
it actually possible to live otherwise? “The second

10

In agriculture, forestry and fishery:
Vice-Minister of
Agriculture Mindaugas
Kuklierius

wake-up call was Lithuania’s accession to the European Union. This was a very active period for the
farmers, the Ministry of Agriculture and its stakeholders in seeking that as many rural residents as
possible should feel the real EU support. And this
depended on each word in their documents prepared – the Lithuanian Rural Development Plan for
2004–2006, enforcing the compensatory support,
the Single Programming Document, determining
the amount of investments, the Lithuanian Rural
Development Programme (RDP) for 2007–2013
and on the ability to defend that word in the negotiations with the European Commission. Special attention was devoted to setting up of young farmers.
These years were very significant and had a great
impact on economic and social life. The EU market

 In 2004, 15.2% and in 2003, 8.4% of the total
amount of the country’s workers were employed.
This accounted for 27% of the total rural population.
 The created added value per worker increased
from LTL 11,800 in 2004 to LTL 38,000 in 2013.
 The created added value per hour increased
from LTL 7.1 in 2004 to LTL 20.1 in 2013.
 Real income of rural population
within 2004-2013 increased twice.

SAPARD

RDP
RDP
2004–2006 2007–2013

Amount of
support
LTL billion

0.866

2.1

7.89

EU funds
LTL billion

0.578

1.7

6.097

transparent utilization of funds, the Ministry’s
employees during seven years, after gaining the
EC approval, more than ten times corrected the
Programme documents,” notices Vice-Minister of
Agriculture Mindaugas Kuklierius and is delighted
that after more than 30 new investment and compensatory measures have been foreseen in the Programme, farmers involved in farming on the farms
with infertile soils started receiving payments.
They are paid annually to more than 350,700 farmers. This is a considerable support, as lands less
favoured for farming cover 43.5% of the total area
of the country. The compensatory payments help
to level the difference between the farmers from
various places. Small and medium-sized farms
are gaining momentum. Their owners understand
that not only large farms can be competitive and
modern. Success is predetermined by the ability of quick orientation on the market and flexible
adaptation to market preferences. The emerging
new areas of activities, new crops that have been
cultivated rarely or not cultivated at all, alternative
businesses evidence that our people are endowed
with resolution, inventiveness and creativity. Rural
tourism farmsteads have become a favourite place of recreation and leisure for national and international holiday-makers. A variety of investments
and payments under RDP for 2007–2013 reaches
every rural resident in the country. During the first
period of the EU membership, support amounting to LTL 9.7 billion was invested in the national
agricultural and rural development. Income of the
rural population was supplemented by more than
LTL 10 billion of direct payments. The agricultural
and food sector of Lithuania has become one of
the strongest branches of economy, creating 8.6%
of the gross domestic product of the country. And
what is more important – rural people gained stability and confidence.” ●
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up of new farms. For example, within the first
half-year of 2013, 1660 new farms were set up.
New farms were mostly set up in Vilnius county –
358 farms. In Marijampolė county their number
was lowest – 85 farms.

On the farms – new machinery and
equipment
Starting with the preparation for the EU accession and ending with the Lithuanian Rural Development Programme for 2007–2013, special attention
was devoted to enhancing of competitiveness in
agricultural and food as well as forestry sectors.
Within the past seven years alone those willing to
modernize their agricultural holdings submitted
13,685 applications for support, of which 11,960
were approved, and LTL 3.46 billion was allocated.
These funds were used for renovation of machinery and equipment, as new and modern agricultural
machinery is more efficient and effective – consumption of fuel is less and labour volumes get increased. Supply of farms with modern agricultural
machinery improves working conditions of farmers, preserves nature and reduces the consumed
amount of energy. For example, in 2010 as compa-

Paving the way
today for tomorrow

Number of farms by land area used in a farm
1 June 2014
0–3 ha

Present-day Lithuanian village, what is it? all that is most modern and advanced
today, and tomorrow something more progressive will appear. and so each
day. Lithuania’s membership in the EU, financial support, opportunities opened
for free movement of goods, acquisition of new knowledge and know-how,
innovations implemented in the agricultural production of our country give
changes to the life of people. The most conspicuous tendencies of the first
decade of the EU membership: large farms are increasing, agricultural machinery
is being renovated, crop production becomes stronger, especially cereal farms;
Lithuanian products are gaining a strong foothold in the European market.
Large farms increasing in number
Enlargement of farms is one of the most distinct tendencies of the decade. At the end of 2004,
319,900 farms were registered in Lithuania. Holdings up to 5 ha accounted for 64% of the total
holdings, and those over 100 ha – only 0.6%.
The largest farmers’ farms were registered in
Šiauliai, Panevėžys and Marijampolė counties,
smallest in Alytus, Kaunas and Vilnius counties.
According to the data of the Register of Farmers’
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red to 2003 the number of machinery possessed by
agricultural producers doubled. Old machines are
replaced by new machinery. Implementing investment projects, farmers dispose of crop harvesters,
mineral fertilizer spreading machines, sowing machines, hay mowers, manure spreaders, grain cleaners and other machinery. The number of objects
registered with the SE Agricultural Information and
Rural Business Centre Register increases annually
by tenth. The main reasons for the growing number of objects in the Tractor Register are the EU
support to the farmers.
Most agricultural machinery is registered in Central Lithuania: Kaunas, Šiauliai, Panevėžys and
Marijampolė counties, lowest number in Utena and
Telšiai counties.
Machinery acquisition was especially stimulated
by the simplified procedure for granting of support
to small projects, for implementation of which
support amounts to up to LTL 150,000.
As at the beginning of 2014, Lithuanian farms
disposed of 249,497 units of various machinery.
The major part of machinery is acquired by agricultural producers from Šiauliai, Raseiniai, Šakiai,
Vilkaviškis, Kaunas, Alytus, Vilnius, Panevėžys and
Biržai regions. ●

Farms under the SE Agricultural Information and
Rural Business Centre, the number of farmers’
farms registered as at 1 July 2013 amounted to
115,460 of farmers’ farms. This was due to the
enlargement of farms and possibility to receive
support for retirement of senior people from active
agricultural production.
Enlargement of farms has a positive effect on
the modernization of farms and their supply with
machinery.
Support to young farmers encourages setting-

3–10 ha

10–20 ha

6%

20–30 ha

3%

30–50 ha

daugiau nei 50 ha

2%
31 %

17 %

41 %

A diagram, provided by the Agricultural Information and Rural Business Centre, shows
that farms with 3 to 10 ha are prevailing in Lithuania. Their number (47,705) accounts for
41 % of the total number of farmers’ farms. Farms covering up to 3 ha account for 31 %
(35,852), and farms with the total land area from 10 to 20 ha (20,061) account for 17 %.
The largest farms with the total land area over 50 ha make 2 % (1923) of the total numbers
of farmers’ farms, 6 % (6258) are the farms with the total land area of 20–30 ha.
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Lithuanian vegetables
earned recognition
on the Western market

Zofija Cironkienė,
Director of the
Lithuanian Association
of Vegetable Growers.

14

“As scientists discovered still more advantages of red beet, this
vegetable that has been grown in Lithuania since of old is gaining
popularity on the Western market. Pickled beets, especially.
actually, it would be strange for us if in spring when we want
to cook a red beetroot soup we could not have this vegetable
for ourselves,” says Zofija Cironkienė, Director of the Lithuanian
Association of Vegetable Growers with more than 80 members
and makes a joke that the European Union (EU) forced the
vegetable growers to improve and modernize.

Z. Cironkienė said that vegetable growers experienced more than ordeal on their ten-year long
way to the EU market. Lithuanian vegetables did
not conform to the EU quality requirements. “To
comply with them, you had to make quite a lot of
investments. And there was no time for waiting.
Vegetables from other EU countries began to flood
our country. Once you left the market, it would
be difficult to come back. Therefore, we started
changing vegetable growing technologies most rapidly as we could, purchased equipment for creating commercial exterior appearance, and built quickly modern vegetable growing storage facilities.
Finally, we had to coordinate logistics, to supply
modern means of transport for delivery of goods
to our clients in due time. Without the European
support we could not manage to do all this. We
can see the RDP 2007–2013 mark close to a great
number of modern storage facilities. In solving any
issues that arise we can always consult with the Ministry of Agriculture. The vegetable growers began
to understand still more that their cooperation will
reduce cost price of vegetables and enhance their
competitiveness,” the Director of the Association
spoke about the troubles faced by vegetable growers. “And here emigration took start. Vegetable
growing farms are labour consuming. Labour force was in shortage in many places. The only way
out was to start mechanization of manual work.
This again needed considerable investments. At
the time the world markets began to show interest
in our vegetables, we have already created modern, advanced and competitive farms. It was then
that Lithuanian vegetables were in high demand
in Russia. And now carrots, grown by our vegetable growers, are one of those enjoying highest
demand in this country. The Western market got
expanded and is ever expanding. Our local consumers also wish to be supplied with vegetables in
larger quantities and variety. And even though the
basic Lithuanian vegetables are potatoes, carrots,
beets, cabbages and onions, our vegetable growers began to cultivate garlic, zucchini, pumpkins,
spinach, salads of various sorts and types, spicy

herbs, dill, leaf parsley and celery, Chinese cabbage, etc. Certainly, the expanding market again is
stimulating us for perfection, as the need appears
for larger amounts of vegetables of uniform size,
form and packaging. A lot of vegetables, grown by
our vegetable growers, bear the mark of exceptional quality product. Investments are needed
again, this resulting in higher income, generated
due to vegetables of higher quality.”
In the forthcoming financial support period, priority attention will be devoted to vegetable growing. According to the Director, it gives hopes for
increase of vegetable areas in Lithuania. ●

Vegetable growers, having received the support,
started building the storage facilities, acquired
more sophisticated machinery and more advanced
technologies, and deepened their know-how.

15
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Lengthy negotiations
behind each number

up, Lithuania required the European Commission to
take measures on the uniformity of direct support,
allocated per hectare, in all Member States. Lithuania is a small country; therefore, in order to achieve results, you have to search for co-thinkers in the
negotiations. Together with eight new Member States we submitted a declaration on the uniformity of
direct payments at the EU level,” the Minister reviews the participation of Lithuania in the CAP.
As far as 2010, Lithuania started preparing intensively for the negotiations on the new CAP reform
after 2013. According to Prof. V. Jukna, negotiations
were not easy, but part of Lithuania’s aspirations in
reforming the CAP after 2013 was enforced: to ensure the necessity to distribute the direct payments
between Member States more fairly, to concentrate
on the active farmers, to apply certain relationship
between support and production, to uphold market
regulation measures, operating as a reliable and security ensuring network, to strengthen rural policy
in order to achieve higher competitiveness and modernization of the agricultural sector, etc.
In October 2011 long and complicated negotiations started on CAP 2014–2020, which were successfully completed during the Lithuanian Presidency of the Council of the European Union. Lithuania
holding presidency of the EU Council achieved one
of the most important goals in the agricultural sector – CAP reform legal acts and the regulation of
the CAP transition provisions for 2014 were officially approved. This official covenant completed the
three-year long intensive discussions, negotiations
and coordination of positions between Member
States and most important EU institutions. “Appro-

val of the reform was in fact quite a challenge.
For the first time we had to take into account the
needs of 28 EU Member States, each possessing
the unique structure of their economies and different agronomic and economic conditions. We are
convinced that we have achieved the perfectly balanced result: maintained the firm EU CAP structure,
complying with the needs of farmers. The approved
CAP transitory provisions will ensure the smooth
transition from the present to the new 2014–2020
period and sustainability of the present CAP support
measures. The reformed CAP to be enforced from
1 January 2015 will further be the essential EU policy allowing one to ensure sustainability, productivity
and competitiveness of the agricultural sector,” says
the Minister speaking about the country’s position
in striving to create the most favourable conditions
for Lithuanian agricultural and rural development.
“At present the average size of direct payments
paid to our country’s agriculturists is lower than the
average in Members States. Nevertheless, a high
achievement was reached in the negotiations for
2014–2020 multi-annual financial programme.
According to the results of the negotiations, the
amount of direct payments allocated to Lithuania
from 2014 will increase annually until the level of
direct support in 2019–2020 reaches EURO 196 per
hectare, i.e. about 75% of the EU average. We, however, will use all intellectual, diplomatic and negotiating powers at meetings of all levels preparing
the ground for further uniformity of direct payments
in Member States. Direct payments are a very vulnerable constituent of the national budget, having
an impact on many farmers.” ●

Speaking about investments to the national rural economy, we seldom
think about lengthy negotiations underpinning each figure. The size of
support depends on the ability of negotiators to defend interests of their
country. No secret, you need to find co-thinkers and patrons. The Minister
of Agriculture Prof. Vigilijus Jukna remarks that from accession to the
EU Lithuania is an active participant in preparing and adopting decisions
relevant to the agricultural and rural development and strives for these
decisions to comply with the national interests of the country and the
common interests of the Eu.
“We started to participate in the direct negotiations
on the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) reforms
only in 2003, though then without the right of voting, when after the end of the negotiations on the
accession to the EU we became the observers at all
EU institutions. Later, in 2008, we participated in
the CAP reform follow-up. Lithuania has successfully

16

enforced a good number of its priorities: application
of the scheme for lump sum payments for areas
was prolonged, the transitional period for the gradual implementation of complex support requirements was negotiated, the more flexible path for
milk quota abolition in 2015 was foreseen, etc.
From the very beginning of the CAP reform follow-

Minister of Agriculture Prof. Vigilijus Jukna.
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Future starts today

Revival of Lithuanian Countryside

The grain growers themselves agree with it. According to Romas Majauskas, Chairman of Lithuanian
Association of Grain Growers, Lithuania’s membership in the European Union was quite positive
for their activities. Firstly, the Western market
was opened. There prices are normal. “Before our
membership to the European Union,usually, after
having yielded the harvest,we were used to call the
buyer and offer him grain, and he asked to pay him
for coming to bring away the grain,” says Chairman
of the Association uniting more than one hundred
grain growers and farming more than 30,000 ha
of land. “Now we have no difficulties to sell the
harvest. Not only our grain is in demand, but also
corn, rapeseed, and beans. And even our yields
may match the yields of the EU old-timers. We

are getting close step by step. Certainly, new machines and modern technologies are making their
contribution.” The grain growers believe that after
funds were allocated to scientists for applied research and specific experiments, they should have
something they could refer to, since now, according to R. Majauskas,they receive lots of different
proposals, but there is no one to ask about their
benefit for the land and harvest.
R. Majauskas points the other side of the EU
membership, i.e. stricter requirements for environment protection and some restrictions. “Surely,
you can say it is negative side of the membership
though at the same time it has a positive influence, i.e.the growing requirements stimulated the
modernization of farms. Many grain growers have
bought tractors, harvesters and other machinery
and equipment using support from the EU and the
State budget,” he says.
Agricultural cooperative “Joniškio Aruodas” uniting the grain growers from the Northern Lithuania
has implemented one of the biggest projects. In
2007, the cooperative members having contributed LTL 27,000 each purchased buildings for LTL
525,000 and rented 5 ha land plot. Seeking to ensure long-term successful business the farmers
chose expensive quality and reliable equipment for
the elevatorfrom the Swedish company “Tornum”
with is value of LTL 12 million. Part of the investment was compensated from the Rural Development Programme 2007–2013. ●

Good grain yield
needs efforts
Last several years were the golden age for grain
growers. Good climatic conditions predetermine
good yield, and market prices allow one to breathe
more freely.
18

Romas Majauskas,
Chairman of Lithuanian
Association of
Grain Growers

Grain stockrooms of the “Joniškio Aruodas” Agricultural Company.

19

fuTuRE sTaRTs TOday

REVIVaL Of LIThuaNIaN COuNTRy sIdE

You may invest in premises after machinery was purchased from support funds

Lithuanians buy ecological products
straightly from farmers
Ecological vegetables and meat of Lithuanian origin you may find in small shops,
especially those specialized, but still more customers, according to Saulius Daniulis,
Chairman of Lithuanian Association of Organic Farms, go to the farmer and here buy
meat and vegetables.
Ecological vegetables and meat of Lithuanian origin you may find in small shops, especially those
specialized, but still more customers, according to
Saulius Daniulis, Chairman of Lithuanian Association of Organic Farms, go to the farmer and here
buy meat and vegetables.
“Even though people in Lithuania have been
raising ecological vegetables and animals quite
for a long time, organic farming gained momentum only after the EU membership. This type of
farming needs considerable investments, thus
without support we could not manage to undertake
it,” says S. Daniulis. “After entering the EU, people
started to take interest in organic farming. Now
the number of farmers involved in organic farming
decreased, whereas farms are enlarging. Still more
farmers expand their activities from raw materials to production of final products. When visiting
any country in the West you meet a farmer and he
starts telling of his father and grandfather who developed organic farming, you understand that our
farmers are the beginners in this area.”
According to S. Daniulis, the size of support is of
utmost importance here: no support – no product.
“It is easier to heal somebody who is ill than to
resurrect the dead one,” says S. Daniulis and adds

that payments to organic farming, foreseen in the
Rural Development Programme for 2007–2013,
contributed greatly in maintaining the viability of
ecological farms.
In 2013, the area covered by organic farming
reached approx. 163,500 ha. The organic farming
programme support within the period of 2007–2013
amounted to EUR 84,714,980. At the end of 2013,
2,549 farms of organic production were certifiedand their total utilized area covered 170,895 ha.
The average size of an ecological farm is from 5 to
50 ha.
In the Lithuanian Rural Development Programme
for 2014–2020, organic farming is separated from
the measure “Agrarian Environmental Protection
and has become a separate measure. During the
new period under the programme it is intended to
differentiate the amount of support in dependence
on the trend and size of the ecological farm. The issue of the most intensive support to mixed farms,
certifying crop production and keeping certified
animals, is under consideration. Farms of that
type make the closed cycle of production which is
necessary at organic farming. In addition, those
farms create higher added value per area unit as
compared to the farms of one production trend. ●

Information about the number and area of farms who received payments
in 2007-2013 according the programme “Organic Farming”
Number (units)

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

991

1 082

1 178

1 950

2 588

2 504

2 605

805

740

796

832

882

51 171

96 056

150 399

155 634 163 723

Including, livestock-breeding 817
Area (thous.ha)

20

2 180 26 601

“Today I can say bravely we would not have the
farm we have today without support of the European Union,” says Alvytė Valuckienė, a farmer
from Ramoniškės village (Vilkaviškis district), after having celebrated the twentieth anniversary
of the farm, arranged near the new modern buildings of the farm.
The farmers engaged in potato growing received
the first support through the SAPARD Programme.
Then they acquired all engineering facilities necessary for a modern potato farm, beginning with
soil preparation and ending with potato sorting.
However, machinery wears off after ten years of
its intensive usage and new modern machines
with greater capacity are developed. Renovation of machinery for potato farming became possible
for the farmers possessing land plots smaller than 150 ha with the support of RDP 2007–2013. Using
Programme funds they purchased a two-bed harvester, two tractors, humus spreader, equipment for
potato packing, planting machine, telescopic stacker, mobile fuel container to provide fuel for harvesters operating in the fields. “We have renovated almost all equipment. Some were purchased according
to the simplified support procedure,” says Alvytė Valuckienė.
Receiving support for machinery purchase, the farmers could afford to build modern potato storage
houses, premises for potato sorting and to equip everyday facilities for workers to have good working
conditions.

Roadside shrubs is
environment-friendly fuel
Stanislovas Jurkus from the village Lėgai
(Rietavas Municipality) innovated his farm, purchased necessary machinery, equipment for the
farm and decided to buy a crusher for shrubs
and shoddy trees and the Swedish trailer using
support from the RDP 2007–2013. Stanislovas
attacked roadsides and trenches and last year
prepared and sold to the Rietavas boiler-house900 cu m of chippings. This year he plans to
provide 1000 cu m of environment-friendly fuel.
“There are lots of shrubs around Rietavas. Since we have used money of the European Union
then let’s show the Europeans that we are not
scruffs,” says farmer S. Jurkus.

Probiotics against odours

Odour spreading from livestock-breeding and
poultry farmsis an urgent and hardly insolvable
problem. The Chamber of Agriculture having implemented the project “Improving Hygiene Conditions of Stables and Cattle Complexes and Use
of Biotechnology to Manage Biologically Decomposable Waste” believes that the most effective
means to reduce odour is microbiologic, i.e. the
special composites of natural microflora-probiotics. They protect from developing pathogenic
microflora, sulphur reducing microorganisms and
reduce discharge of ammonia in manure and
slurry of livestock complexes. Probiotics have an
advantage since they do not threaten any risk to
animals and servicing staff. Composite of probiotics is being spread in the farm of Audrius Banionis, an innovative farmer, a winner of the Green
diploma in Margininkai village (Kaunas district).
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Plant-growing is the most popular
sector of agricultural production
Plant-growing is the most popular branch of agriculture.
So far it makes a major part in the total agricultural
production structure of the country – about 60%.
In the past years almost 159,500 individuals have
declared and utilized agricultural areas, their total area covering 2,784,280 ha, including 170 479
ha of arable land, 13 329 ha of orchards and berry fields. According to the data of the Department
of Statistics, the crop areas in the period between
2004 and 2013 almost doubled.
In addition to these cultures, farmers cultivate
triticale, rye, malting barley, winter rape, etc.
Of protein cultures, pies are most popular. In
2011, they covered the area of 26,510 ha, and in

The most popular cultures cultivated in the farms of the country
 winter wheat in 2011 covered the area of
266,882 ha, and in 2012 the area of 418,723 ha;

 spring wheat in 2011 covered the area of almost
262,563 ha, and in 2012 the area of 180,400 ha;
 spring non-malting barley in 2011 was grown in the
area of 212,649 ha, and in 2012 almost 177,886 ha;
 spring rapeseed in 2011 covered
219,897 ha, and in 2012 the area of 175,792 ha.
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2012 almost 24,495 ha.
By estimation of the Lithuanian Institute of Agrarian Economics, the last year was one of the most
successful in the agricultural and food sector of Lithuania. Due to good climatic conditions, the volume of production of most agricultural products,
especially of grain, has increased. In 2004, the
harvest of grain crops 2,916,900 tonnes, in 2013
– 4,550,000 tonnes. No doubt, the development
of plant-growing was stimulated by the increased
procurement prices of grain.
Analysts propose to the plant-growing sector to increase the operating efficiency, since the
opportunities of record-setting harvest have already been exhausted, and grain procurement prices on the world markets are predicted to drop
by one-tenth as compared to those in the last
year. Comparing to the EU valued added created efficiency, Lithuania still is lagging behind by
several times. The method to increase efficiency
includes modernization of technologies and implementation of innovations. Utmost attention
will be focused on this aspect in 2014–2020. ●

ChaPteR ii.
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Applications, received from 09-09-2013 to 11-10-2013
Sector
Cattle-breeding
Pig-breeding
Poultry farming
Sheep-breeding
Total

Number of applications The requested
amount (LTL
mill.)
668
167
18
11,7
13
11,1
5
0,804
704
191

The prepared programme of development
During collection of applications, the Ministry of
Agriculture started implementing its goal for awarding of priority status to livestock-breeding. In
2013, in cooperation with the representatives from
science and education institutions, associations of
farm animal breeders and the Chamber of Agriculture, the National Livestock-Breeding Sector Development Programme for 2014–2020 was prepared
and approved by the Government of the Republic of
Lithuania, and the action plan for its implementation was developed. The preliminary need of funds
was LTL 1,078,421,000. This amount is intended

Cattle come back to the
pastures of the country
“The individual is always apt to choose the simpler way.
animals need everyday tending. you cannot say that today is
Sunday and I will not take care of you as I want to rest or plan
to go for holidays. Farmers very quickly realized that crop
growing was much easier. After half-year strenuous work you
may have a rest during the other half of the year and receive
income not less in amount,” Vice-Minister of agriculture
Živilė Pinskuvienė thus characterizes the changes of the past
years in livestock-breeding.
Emergency aid – redistribution of funds
“We have noticed that within the past years
with the strengthening of crop-growing in Lithuania the number of cattle is dropping considerably. In 2004–2005, Lithuanian farmers kept almost 950,000 heads of cattle, and in 2012 their
number declined to 670,000. Urgent measures
had to be taken to animal decrease, as it threatened to disbalance the economy. Primarily, livestock-breeding is important in the supply of the
population of the country with more varied products. Another thing was the negative impact
on export,” reflects Vice-Minister. “And add here
the opportunities lost to more economically and
effectively use the climate conditions, which are
incomparably more favourable to livestock-breeding than in many other countries developing this
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Foreseen funds
(LTL mill.)
45
10
3
2
60

to be allocated from the state budgetary assignments, the European Agricultural Fund for Rural
Development and other EU financial support funds.
“The strategic objective of the Programme is to
form the prerequisites in the long-term national
agricultural perspective for the development of the
competitive animal breeding sector, oriented to
domestic and foreign market and causing no harm
to the future generations and ensuring income for
breeders and good-quality products for consumers. After having achieved the strategic objective, a favourable environment should be created
for the development of livestock- breeding farms,
sale of livestock-breeding products, increase of the ➤

Dynamics by cattle heads from 2004 to 1 January 2014

Vice-Minister of
Agriculture Živilė
Pinskuvienė

branch of economy. In 2013, more than 930,700
ha of pastures and meadows were declared in Lithuania. We also have formed the livestock-breeding conditions and accumulated the enormous
experience in this area. The first step undertaken by the Ministry of Agriculture in stimulating
the farmers to return animals to their farms was
the 2013 initiative to redistribute funds between
the 2007–2013 Lithuanian Rural Development
Programme measures. The European Commission
had to be persuaded of the necessity to do this.
Upon receiving its approval, additional support
of LTL 60 million was allocated to investments in
agriculture. With the use of these funds, priority was given to cattle-breeding, pig-breeding,
sheep-breeding and poultry farming. The amount
requested for modernization of farms more than
thrice exceeded the opportunities.
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Dynamics by cattle heads
2004–2014 month

number of farm animals, creation of the system for
the preparation of livestock-breeding specialists,
development of applied scientific research and
implementation of innovations, know-how transfer and consulting, creation of an attractive image
of livestock-breeding products inside and outside
the country,” says Vice-Minister of Agriculture Živilė Pinskuvienė on the decision to declare livestock-breeding as the priority branch of agriculture.
“This objective is to be achieved by encouraging
the rural population to increase the number of
farm animals and to expand the livestock-breeding product output by implementing most novel
technologies and scientific achievements on livestock-breeding farms, ensuring the preparation of
high-quality specialists necessary for the livestockbreeding sector, improving the pedigree system of
farm animals, preserving genetic resources of farm
animals, and ensuring welfare and health of farm
animals. Strengthening of livestock-breeding will
contribute to the solution of rural social problems.”

Niche for a family farm
“Livestock-breeding also affords broader opportunities for setting up of competitive family farms.
With account taken of the increasing climate changes and more frequent sudden changes on the
market, the activity of family farms, adjusting livestock-breeding and plant-growing, is not so risky. Moreover, with the increase of demand in fresh
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livestock-breeding products produced in the local
farmers’ farms of domestic, new opportunities for
income increase of small and medium-sized farms
come forth,” underlines Ž. Pinskuvienė.

still greater number of animal breeders, granting of
support, with account taken of the animal breeders’ proposals, was simplified to the possible extent and liberalized. In 2014, the support recipient
should be the owner of land holding who declared
the utilized land area; animals eligible for support
should be not younger than 12 months and kept on
the farmer’s holding for the period not shorter than
60 calendar days. The age of animals was determined aiming to decrease the export of calves and to
increase the production of the final product, as the
final product helps create the highest added value,” Ž. Pinskuvienė presents measures, foreseen
for livestock-breeding, and reflects on their impact
on Lithuania’s economy.
Tentative payment per meat animal is from LTL
304 to 389, per meat sheep LTL 9–105, depending
on the number of animals kept per sector. Tentative payment per tonne of sold milk is LTL 28.
The precise amounts of payments will be approved at the end of the year when the total number
of farmers who complied with the requirements is
known.
In 2015, it is foreseen to allocate 13% of the
financial envelope for the special (associated)
support scheme. Of that amount 20% will be assigned to plant-growing and 80% to livestock-breeding. Support will be granted to dairy livestockbreeding (55%) and dairy goat breeding (0.5%),
beaf cattle-breeding (40%) and meat sheep breed-

ing (4.5%).
“Special support schemes are the main measures
of the 2014–2020 National Livestock-Breeding Sector Programme. The major part of funds – LTL approx.
400, will reach animal breeders in 2014–2016,”
underlines Vice-Minister Pinskuvienė
and feels
sorry that pig-breeding, boasting of old traditions,
which lately has suffered from classical and later
from African plague and, even though no cases of
this diseases occurred and the loss amounting to
LTL 13.8 was incurred, will not be strengthened under the special (associated) support scheme. “The
Ministry of Agriculture applied to the Commission
with a request to partly compensate the losses incurred. The European Commission approved the
initiative of the Ministry and foresaw co-financing
opportunity (up to 50%) for covering incurred losses. The remaining part of losses will be covered
from the national budget,” relates the Vice-Minister
about challenges suffered in the pig-breeding sector
and the State aid, helping to overcome them, “in
2014–2020 , pig breeders will be able to use the EU
support for farm modernization and tackling of environmental issues. Since odour spread by pigsties
causes inconveniences for the neighbouring inhabitants it is being considered how to stimulate the
larger complexes to use biogas and thus create the
additional added value. Creation of small-scale pigbreeding farms is also welcome.” ●

Distribution of cattle number by municipalities
(data as at 1 June 2014)

Special support to livestock-breeding
One of the most important measures for implementing the National Livestock-Breeding Sector
Development Programme for 2014–2020 are special (associated) schemes for livestock-breeding
development prepared by the Ministry of Agriculture and coordinated with the European Commission.
“Special support to the livestock-breeding sector
was started to be provided already in 2011–2013.
It was this support that helped to stabilize meat
livestock-breeding and sheep-breeding sectors, to
considerably increase the number of beef cattle,
sheep and crossbred breeds. Evidencing that these
measures are justified, we plan in 2014 under the
special (associated) support scheme to allocate to
the development of meat livestock-breeding and
sheep-breeding 3.5% from the total envelope for
the EU support to the rural development. Additionally, 3% of the total financial envelope is allocated
to dairy farming. This constitutes accordingly LTL
42,733 million for meat livestock-breeding and LTL
4,748 million for dairy cattle-breeding. More than
LTL 88 million will be invested in livestock-breeding
in 2014 through special (associated) support. Seeking that these opportunities would be used by the
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Selling of final products
is more profitable

Andriejus Stančikas,
President of the Chamber
of Agriculture

He notices that livestock-breeding makes pre-conditions for creation of balanced agriculture. “Even
though plant-growing began flourishing due to
the record-setting grain harvest and high procurement prices, the natural conditions in Lithuania
are not most suitable for it. For example, we cannot cultivate much food wheat. The major part
of grain grown by our farmers is for feed. Moreover, grain quality is greatly dependent on climate
conditions. If crop harvesting is more humid, our
grain is good just for feed. Feed grain is exported to the countries with the developed livestockbreeding. Animals are fed with feed grown in our
country, added value is created, and the manufactured food products are imported to Lithuania.
We are just exporters of raw materials. The major
part of benefit is received in the country where
the final product has been manufactured,” underlines Chairman of the Chamber of Agriculture. “It
is understandable that livestock-breeding should
be developed in our country. The more so that we
have appropriate conditions and traditions. In the
last century Lithuania was the exporter of pork.
Now, strange as it seems to be, it became the
importer. We are not able to satisfy even our own
needs in pork of our make. Small-scale farmers
could specialize in pig breeding. In this case, feed
grain could be used for manufacture of high-quality products. The incomparably higher added value
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Let’s replace “sofa farmers”
by beef cattle

“It is good that livestock-breeding at last was given a due
attention. It creates the larger gross domestic product.
It may employ more people. More work means higher
probability for staying of young people in the village,”
Andriejus Stančikas, President of the Chamber of
agriculture, comments the decision of the Ministry to give
priority to livestock-breeding.
will be created, and we could export not raw materials, but the final product.
Lithuanian products are good and well-appreciated, especially in our traditional Eastern markets.
Measures, envisaged by the Ministry of Agriculture for promotion of livestock-breeding, will have a
positive effect on animal breeds, thus permitting
the manufacture of higher quality products. Better products open more markets. We could raise
higher income not as exporters of raw materials
but rather as the exporters of the final product.
And what are we doing today? Annually we sell,
on the average, approx. 120,000 calves. This is
also raw material, which we sell rather than breed
ourselves.
Livestock-breeding is also of importance for
agriculture. Plant growing partly exhausts soil.
What can we give back to soil without livestockbreeding? Hay granule production that was launched still more exhausts the land, as farmers wish
to receive a maximum from it. This just depends
on the time when soil erosion starts due to the
lack of humus. It is livestock-breeding that is able
to maintain the balance.
Granting of priority to livestock-breeding is one of
the measures helping Lithuanian farmers to come
back to traditional activities – dairy farming and pigbreeding, to strengthen meat cattle-breeding that
gaining a strong foothold in the market.” ●

Darius Dzekčiorius,
Director of the
Lithuanian Association
of Beef Cattle Breeders
and Improvers

I do not see any other branch of agriculture that could use
to a maximum areas less favoured for farming. This may
be done only owing to beef cattle, sheep and goats. To my
understanding, no other opportunities exist to adapt profitably
those lands and to stimulate “sofa farmers” to remove from
agriculture. Still higher requirements are set for creation of
dairy farming in comparison to beef cattle-breeding. The State
acts very properly in terms of strategy stimulating livestockbreeding, especially that of meat,” Darius Dzekčiorius, Director
of the Lithuanian Association of Beef Cattle Breeders and
Improvers, speaks straightforwardly.

“We hope that with the development of beef cattlebreeding more markets will emerge for sale of products and direct contacts will be established with
them. So far we have been contacting frequently
with intermediaries, and this is not the best way
for sale of products. One of the most successful
market search projects is the international project
“Baltic Grassland Beef”, financed by the second
largest Swiss trade network “Coop”. Beef, bearing
the trademark “Baltic Grassland Beef,” from three
Baltic States will be placed in the shops of this
network not only in Switzerland, but also in other
Western countries. This trademark should help
to strengthen the positions of the Baltic product
on the shop shelves and generally in the Western
markets,” says D. Dzekčiorius. “We believe that
the European Commission will support the initiati-

ve of the Ministry of Agriculture to return support
for acquisition of pedigree cattle material, since
this is one of the largest investments in the development of beef cattle-breeding. The Ministry,
probably, will find the way for partial compensation of animal insurance. The expensive pedigree
material is brought from abroad, thus we pay a
very high price for animal insurance. I am of the
opinion that the Ministry of Agriculture which lately has done a lot in strengthening cattle-breeding in Lithuania will find still more levers to encourage farmers to get involved in this branch of
agriculture. The intensively increasing number of
the world population is strong evidence that still
larger amounts of food products will be needed.
Lithuania possesses perfect grasslands suitable
for raising very good quality beef.” ●
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al attention was devoted to young farmers. They
were compensated up to 60% of expenses, and up
to 70% of the total expenses eligible for financing
were compensated to the farmers developing dairy
farming in less favoured areas.
Support to the activity “Restructuring of Dairy
Farms” under the measure “Modernization of Agricultural Holdings” of the Lithuanian Rural Development Programme for 2007–2013 amounted to
LTL 16,370,108. Agreements signed totalled 19,
and LTL 13,657,864 were paid to their applicants.
According to the data of the Agricultural Information and
Rural Business Centre, in 2004 the average size of a milk
farm consisted of 2.39 cows per farm, and at the beginning of 2014 already 4.92. However, within 2004–2014,
the number of cows dropped by almost 34%; over 130,800
milk producers retreated from milk production.

Farms under modernization
in the dairy sector

Vaidotas Prusevičius,
Head of Animal Breeding
Division of the Agricultural
Production and Good
Industry Department

Dairy production and processing is one of the most
developed agricultural and food sectors. dairy sector
production in EU Member States accounts for 15% of the
total agricultural produce. according to the data, provided
by the European Commission, Lithuania is ranked sixteenth
among 27 milk-producing Member States. The largest
number consisted of Lithuanian Black-and-White (73%) and
Red (22%) breed cows raised in the country.

Support to the sector – from production
to processing
Utmost attention for a long time in Lithuania was
devoted to the dairy sector. Prior to entering the EU,
Lithuania requested for the national milk production
quota of 2.25 million tonnes and the transition period
so that until 2009 it could produce drinking milk of
more varied assortment, and milk-processing enterprises, milk farms and milks produced there would
be in conformity with the EU veterinary hygiene
requirements in 2007. Within the seven months of
2004–2005 quota years 69% of milk quota intended
for processing was used in Lithuania.
Modernization and restructuring of dairy farming
was one of the priority trends in dairy farming development in 2004–2006. At that time the main trends
of investment were renovation of freezing and milking equipment, production buildings and new construction, acquisition of feed preparation equipment
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and manure utilization equipment. Support for creation of this material basis was granted according
to the measure “Milk Directives” under 2004–2006
Rural Development Programme.”
New standards were implemented using the measure “Following the Standards”.
The period of 2007–2013 was of special significance for dairy farms. Support was granted under the activity area “Dairy Sector Restructuring”
of the measure “Modernization of Agriculture”. The
whole dairy sector could use the support, starting
with milk production and finishing with market
supply. Applicants could be individual farms and
legal entities, involved in dairy farming. Taking
into account the farmers’ age, farming sector and
holdings being attributed to areas less favoured for
farming, the EU support for agriculture under the
measure “Modernization of Agricultural Holdings”
could constitute from 40% to 70% of agricultural
holding modernization project investments. Speci-

Great changes in the sector
Farmers engaged in dairy farming for support
funds could acquire new milk production, processing, re-processing and supply facilities and technological equipment, cleaning, as well as hardware
and software equipment. Also they could undertake construction of new production buildings and
reconstruction of old buildings, acquire new building
materials, to build roads necessary for the dairy farming project, to put to order local water supply and
sewerage systems, and to install artesian wells.
Within the past years great changes occurred
in dairy farming. Farms underwent modernization
and enlargement.

“Competitiveness of dairy firms enhanced: cow
productivity increased and milk quality improved.
Making use of the funds of the rural development
programmes, dairy farms implemented the EU Milk,
Nitrate Directive requirements, implemented environment friendly farming methods,” Vaidotas Prusevičius, Head of Animal Breeding Division of the
Agricultural Production and Good Industry Department, reviews the ten-year period of dairy farming.
“Aiming to diversify the risk of activity of milk producers and to create conditions for production of traditional village dairy products, investment support
amounting to LTL 13.7 million, was allocated to
dairy farms, involved in the manufacture of dairy
products. Within the same period, milk processing
enterprises also got concentrated. With the help of
the EU support, they technologically restructured
and modernized production. In 2004–2013, for modernization of milk processing enterprises and improvement of milk procurement logistics LTL 109.2
million was allocated. In 2010, support amounting
to LTL 50.8 million was granted for construction of
the cooperative milk processing enterprise. It will
be the only milk processing enterprise in Lithuania
in the ownership of milk producers. We hope that
this enterprise will enhance the competitive position of milk producers in the dairy sector and will
strengthen their negotiating powers.”

New methods for dairy product sale
In the period of 2004–2013, the sale of dairy
products increased by 3.3 times. In 2013, the sale
of dairy products amounted to LTL 3.89 billion. ➤

The number of cow in Lithuania in the period of 2004–2014.
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In the last years around 63% of the total dairy
products were exported to the EU countries, and in
2003–2004 the larger flows of dairy products were
exported to the CIS countries and the USA.
With the membership of Lithuania in the EU,
measures for organization of the milk and dairy
product market were implemented: milk quotas,
intervention purchases of milk products, support
to private butter storage, export refund payments,
and support “Milk for Children.”
With an aim to popularize the consumption of organic milk products, to form healthy nutrition skills,
to encourage organic farming and production of organic food products, national support by Order of
the Minister of Agriculture Prof. Vigilijus Jukna from
1 January 2014 will be granted only for organic milk
products. Organic milk products will be distributed
free of charge to children, attending pre-school and
preparatory school education establishments, and
primary schoolchildren instead of the previously distributed ordinary milk products.
In 2013, 1,605 educational establishments participated in the support measure “Milk for Children”,
over 200,000 children received the supported
milk products. LTL 19.73 million was allocated for
subsidy financing. These measure also had a positive impact on the dairy sector: in the period of
2004–2013, payments made consisted of LTL 755.8
million of the additional national direct payments for
the sold milk; LTL 218.9 million of export subsidies;
LTL 1.10 million for private storage of support; LTL
6.1 million for other market regulation measures;
LTL 53.5 million according to the programme “Milk
for Children.”

Lithuania is making preparations for the
World Dairy Congress
The Ministry of Agriculture and the dairy sector are preparing for the World Dairy Congress to
be held in Lithuania in 2015. This is the indirect
strengthening of the dairy sector in domestic and
foreign markets. The International Dairy Federation, founded in 1903, is constituted of the most
competent dairy specialists of all branches. Its
activity covers the whole dairy sector – from farm
to table. Currently, the Federation membership includes 57 world countries, manufacturing 86% of
the world dairy production.
The Federation is involved in the development of
the important standards for the dairy sector, accumulation and dissemination of information on all
the issues, of interest to this sector, and giving the
opportunity for meeting and cooperation with colleagues throughout the world. Lithuania has become
the associated member of this Federation in 2008.
Consultations on scientific and technical issues on
the most novel milk testing and sample-taking methods, and consultations with international experts are
of special importance and benefit for our country.
The World Dairy Congress is the most significant
event in the dairy sector, with the participation of
1,500 representatives from 60–70 countries.
Lithuania is the first country from the East European region and the EU new Member State, which
is given the opportunity to organize such Congress.
The dairy producers of our country have a good
chance to present their production. ●

success and honour of farmer
Petras wear his father’s jacket
The farm of Petras Aukštikalnis from Lamokai in Biržai district is recognized as
“Best Dairy Farm 2013.” It was declared a laureate in 2014 at the “AgroBalt”
exhibition. It collected the highest number of points in the competition for the title
of “Best Dairy Farm 2013” for the successful development of dairy livestock-breeding.
a clue to success lies in his father’s
teachings
The farmer from Lamokai village at the very start
of our conversation underlines: his honour and success wear a jacket of his late father Vytautas Aukštikalnis. He speaks of his mother Emilija Aukštikalnienė, brother, sisters and all relatives with warm
words. He praises honest and diligent people of his
farm. “Pieces of advice and example of parents are
more precious than gold,” says Petras Aukštikalnis.
“I remember my father’s words: “Be humane and
you will have all your problems solved.” I have never
seen my father drunk, with a cigarette, or angry. And
our mother is the same. We are so happy to have
her with us. I am farming not alone, but with my
sister Vitalija and her husband Gediminas Kopūstas.
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Sometimes our opinions differ and we happen to argue. Mother’s word is always deciding. She makes us
to reconcile. Quarrels and envy have never helped
anybody and will not help,” assures Petras.
He has brother Saulius, twin sisters Stasė and Vitalija. Saulius and Staselė created their own families.
Petras and Vitalija, after receiving education, came
back to the native village of Lamokai.

A farm was taken over from father
The farmer’s parents, the former cow milker of Jonas Biliūnas collective farm Emilija Aukštikalnienė and
cow inseminator Vytautas Aukštikalnis, set up their
farm in 1992. They started with nine cows: their own
three cows and six cows received for shares from the
reorganized collective farm. The idea of the dairy farm
was proposed by Vitalija Kopūstienė, Petras’ sister, ➤
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mals are calculated according to their productivity.
We buy only mineral additives and rapeseed cake,”
tells the farmer.
Grain crops, according to the farmer, are cultivated in three farms. Three farms declare about 400 ha
of land and 100 ha of pastures.

young people are for easier farming

Pentecost festivity is traditionally celebrated in Petras farm, this is a day for
driving animals to pasture. Farmers meet the festivity guests.

a professional veterinary doctor with a diploma. In
2000, Emilija Aukštikalnienė handed over the farm
to the senior son Petras. Since then two families are
toiling on the dairy farm. Petras and Danutė Aukštikalniai and Vitalija and Gediminas Kopūstai.
“We share all the works, and our knowledge acquired during studies is very helpful,” says Petras. He is
a builder. Responsible for projects, supply and construction. Gediminas is a specialist in mechanics. His
area: cow feeding and feed production. Vitalija, a veterinary doctor, is concerned with the health and insemination of the herd. Together with brother’s wife
Danutė they work as milkers when milkers are on
holidays and during their days-off. On weekends the
farm is also not left without family care. One weekend the Aukštikalniai family takes care of the farm,
another weekend the Kopūstai family. The farm has
9 workers. Several local people additionally help during the busy period. They are haying, collecting stones and helping in construction and repairing works.

Knowledge is needed for setting up a farm
At the first sight the farm of Petro Aukštikalnis
in the former parental farmstead holding is growing amazingly quickly. Buildings are more numerous. The century old house was replaced by two
new houses. Roofs of the farm and outbuildings are
seen at a distance. Adapting their knowledge wisely,
accumulating experience and making rational use of
RDP Programme 2007–2013 and the previous European support, the farmers from Lamokai village
within fourteen years created one of the best and
modern dairy farms in Lithuania. According to the
farmers, cows, fed adequately, at present yield, on
the average, 20–25 kg of milk per day. The farm has
140 milking Red and Holstein breed cows and more
than 100 pedigree calves and offspring. In 2000, Petras Aukštikalnis’ farm was awarded the status of the
breeding farm of Lithuanian Red breed cows. Calves
and pedigree heifers are raised and sold.
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“At the beginning, cows were unproductive. We
improved the cattle herd, grouped them so as to be
most similar and with least exterior defects, making
their care easier. Problems cannot be avoided. Vitalija’s experience and knowledge were of good service in this area,” says Petras Aukštikalnis and adds
“We have consulted and are consulting with specialists from Lithuania Red Cattle Breeders Association,
SE “Šiaulių regiono veislininkystė” (Šiauliai Regional
Pedegree Breeding), Adolfas Rinkūnas, Head of Biržai State Food and Veterinary Service, Ričardas Vainauskas, Chief Specialist of Biržai, Kupiškis and Rokiškis Regional Service, the Biržai office of Lithuanian
Agricultural Advisory Service.”

Farmers are cherishing a hope relating to the fourth
farm. Aurimas, a son of Vitalija and Gediminas, this
year will graduate from the college with a diploma in
automechanics. He plans to come back to the farm.
Aurentas, the brother of Aurimas, is now cultivating
the land area of 60 ha, and his cousin Šarūnas 50 ha.
Aurentas and Šarūnas prepared a business plan and
acquired a sowing machine and a combine tractor.
“Only a “Belarus” tractor was purchased with their
own money and a year ago a small robot, a feed
pusher,” says the farmer and shows delight, “When
a small robot started pushing feed, milk yields increased by one litre per cow. The only thing is not that
good – a small robot loses its way in the farm and
sometimes it needs to be whipped on. This robot is
not my business, it is under control of Gediminas or
Aurentas or Šarūnas from younger generation.”
Aurentas Kopūstas is an agronomist with a diploma. Šarūnas Aukštikalnis is also studying informatics. Daughters of both families Gintarė, Asta and
Aušra are urbanites. They live in Vilnius and Panevėžys.
“Our young family members do not want to tend
cows. And not only our children. This topic was more

than once discussed with farmers, owners of dairy
farms. Their children also do not want to take over
the farms. They propose their fathers to slaughter
cows, and only then they will take over the farm.
They will cultivate grain crops. This is more beneficial. Young people do not want to be as in slavery,
to work without days off, to sacrifice for the sake of
animals. You feel very tightly tied with your cattle
farm,” assures Petras.
When asked if during the years of farming he had
dreams that did not come true or were broken, Petras smiled. “When we did not have a computer I
thought: we will acquire it and it will do everything
for me. Nothing of the kind. If you want to use computer to all its capacity, you should have a specialist
who will give tasks. You should create a new job, and
this is not beneficial to me. It is not worth to expand
the farm as well. If you are tempted to expand it,
everything will be ruined, and you should have to
start everything anew. Granaries should become
too small, slurry reservoirs and combine tractors too
small. It is more worth to take care and cherish the
existing farm. Our days full of hard work are behind.
Three years are left before the sixtieth birthday.
Even though I am the youngest among the Board
members of the Association of Milk Producers,” Petras is joking.

Live traditions in a live village
The families of Petras and Danutė Aukštikalniai,
Vitalija and Gediminas Kopūstai are sponsors of various events and public organizations. The families ➤

Do you know that
The most productive cow of Lithuanian Red breed of second
lactation yields 14228 kg of milk with 3.52% fat and 3.23%
protein content. From this amount, 501 kg of butter and 460
kg of curd or 2505 packages of butter and 2300 packages
of curd, each package weighing 200 g, may be produced.
The most productive cow of Holstein breed of second
lactation yields 12467 kg of milk with 4.05% fat and 3.19%
protein content. From this amount, 505 kg of butter and 398
kg of curd or 2525 packages of butter and 1990 packages
of curd, each package weighing 200 g, may be produced.
Such cows are in the farm of Petras Aukštikalnis

Farmer Petras agrees that if not the support from
the European Union, a farm as such would not be
existent. A total of 12 European Union financed projects have been used. And today he affirms: advanced technologies help in work, but…

Cows are fed with feed of own make
“Two things are known to earn “points” in favour
of the dairy farm: feed quality and cattle care. Grain
crops are cultivated in our farm. Feed is produced in
our own mill. Feed is of full value. Rations for ani-
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of these farmers were awarded an exclusive honour
for their merits to the native land to hoist a township
flag at the Pentecost square during the traditional
birthday of Vabalninkai. Farmer Petras Aukštikalnis
was nominated “Farmer of the Year” at the election
of the Bright People of Biržai Land in 2013.
“You cannot be alive only just because of your
work. You need to communicate, to share your
happiness and troubles, achievements,” affirm Petras Aukštikalnis.
The dairy farm invites a lot of people to Lamokai.
Here different seminars, field days and contests of
milkers are organized. This year the farm of Petras
Aukštikalnis invited again to theatrical Shepherds’
Festivity. During Pentecost the farm was attended by
many honorouble guests: farmers, veterinary, pedigree breeding specialists, rural community leaders,
amateurs of art, and schoolchildren. It was a day full
of fun and entertainment, with traditional omelette,
crowning of the cow herd and its accompaniment to
the pasture. This year after Pentecost festivities the
peers of farmer Petras, who most of all contributed

to the popularization of the Shepherds’ Festivity,
brought with them a prize awarded by the farmer –
an angel, carved by Vidas Jatulevičius, a folk artist
from Vabalninkai.

don’t hurry to cut unless you have planted
Petras all his life follows his Father’s footsteps.
He remembers: once when he was young an old
apple-tree growing in the yard of the farmstead
occurred to be on his way. He suggested to his
Dad: let’s cut and remove that apple-tree which is
on the way. The Dad answered: “When you plant
an apple-tree, you could cut it yourself.” Many a
year passed away. Petras has already planted his
own orchard. The orchard, planted by his three
children and five grandchildren, is now blooming.
In the swamp of his forest he cleaned haul and
left frail small oak-trees. For his children and
grandchildren. Farmer Petras always finds time to
visit this oak-tree grove. How quickly those oaktrees grow... ●

Not only a mountain
and crisis can be bypassed
Vazniškiai Agricultural Company (ŽŪB) (Kalvarija Municipality) was founded in
1992 after reorganization of the former Banga Agricultural Enterprise. The company from the beginning of its foundation is headed by Artūras Miliūnas. The
activity was started with 400 ha and approx. 400 heads of cattle, including 100
milking cows. Vazniškiai ŽŪB devoted special attention to its development, thus
gradually farmed land areas were expanded, the number of cattle was increased,
and technical base improved. at present, the areas of arable land of the company
cover 1435 ha, over 1000 heads of cattle are raised, including 547 milking cows
and almost the same number of offspring.
Took the moment in time

The farmer, being granted support, modernized his farm.
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According to the Head of the Company, the land
plots have already been stably formed. This year
the company’s fields cover 88 ha with peas, 133
ha with corn for silage, 257 ha with corn for grain,
490 ha with winter wheat, 232 ha with winter triticale, and 238 ha with meadows and pastures.
The company has 34 workers. With the implementation of the company’s modernization projects,
their working and everyday life conditions improved significantly. After the opportunity appeared
for proceeds from the structural funds, more than
one project was implemented at Vazniškės ŽŪB.
Currently, here a project of exceptionally big scope
is carried out according to the activity “Nitrates Directive and Investments in Agricultural Production”

Head of Vazniškiai Agricultural Company Artūras
Miliūnas assures that the implemented novelties
have already yielded positive results.

➤
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Future starts today

Revival of Lithuanian Countryside

13t of milk are transported from the company to the
Marijampolė Canned Milk Group of Enterprises. The
company belongs to the Cooperative “Lietuviškas
ūkis” (Lithuanian Farm). Market orientation is essential in the sale of milk – milk is supplied to those
clients where conditions are better and prices higher.
Cows in a new complex are kept free. They
passed two winters successfully in half-cold type
cowsheds and even when it was -25oC outside,
temperature in the farm building did not fall below
zero. All processes in the farm are computerized.
To avoid uneven electricity flows, the electric power rectifiers are mounted, safeguards are put in
place; if electricity disappears we have our own generator to generate electricity in that case.
“When we have implemented all technologies
in cowsheds, milk yield per day increased by one
tonne. Since the feed ration remained the same, I
think, the improvement in cow keeping conditions
had an effect on productivity increase. Now we do
not lead our cows to pastures, as they receive the
balanced feed ration, during the season, haying
from the same areas is performed four times. We
do our best for cattle to receive fresh and young
grass, we use various additives to make feed of
good quality. New milking methods when cows are
milked in the carousel also have been proved. In
Estonian and Latvian farms these methods are applied for more than one year and yielded quite good
results, thus we also expect that the new system

will justify itself. Cows became already accustomed
and like the milking carousel – they are not only
milked, but also like to turn around – to “entertain
themselves”, “listen to music” – the Head of Vazniškiai ŽŪB says half-seriously.

More chances to modern farming
A. Miliūnas was delighted that the Ministry of
Agriculture recognized livestock-breeding a priority sector.
“At last more attention was devoted to livestockbreeding. Probably, such decision was stimulated
by the rapidly decreasing number of cattle and livestock-breeding complexes. I am sure that modern dairy complexes are more perspective. They
can implement new technologies, to ensure good
conditions for cattle-breeding, balanced feeding,
and high quality of milk. Vazniškiai Agricultural
Company will have the complex of this type,” assures Head of the Company A. Miliūnas.
Head of Vazniškiai Agricultural Company Artūras
Miliūnas assures that the implemented novelties
have already yielded positive results.
About 400 milking cows are currently kept in
modern cowsheds.
The number of cows has been increased by the
company by breeding their own calves.
A modern milking platform – carousel – was installed in the milk block. ●

About 400 milking cows are currently kept in modern cowsheds.

under the measure “Modernization of Agricultural
Holdings”, two agreements were signed on milk
production modernization and development and
the production base modernization according to
the EU standards.
Head of the Company A. Miliūnas remembers
that time selected for the implementation of the
project was not the most favourable. “We started
preparing for it in 2008, when the big economic crisis took start. In some sense, it was of benefit for
us. If we started building the complex at that time,
the prices for building materials and construction
work would be very high and estimates would be
significantly higher. And prices for milk then also
dropped enormously. Nobody knows how it would
end in that case. It was the first time since 1992
when the company in 2009 had a minus balance.
We even faced threatening bankruptcy –such were
the outcomes of crisis. After crisis, however, the
farm again started operating profitably. As builders
were short of work at that time and everything
became cheaper during crisis, we decided that
it was time to come back to the planned project
and to renew in the essence. After receiving the
EU support, we started our construction. The total
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project value will reach even several million Litas,
one part consisting of the EU support, another part
of our own funds. Under this project, the cowshed
of half-cold type for 400 cows and the milk block
with the passage corridor have been already built,
here a milking platform – carousel of 40 places
was installed, the whole technological equipment
in cowsheds was mounted, two reservoirs for liquid
manure storage were built. All this was implemented at the first stage of the project; at the second
stage we built a calf-shed; now we are in the third
stage – we are building one more cowshed for 400
cows, calving shed, one more liquid manure reservoir and two silage trenches. We plan to complete the third stage of the project in the autumn of
2015,” the Head of the Company named the implemented and future works.

Cows also like to entertain
It is planned to have 600 milking cows by the
end of the next year, and until 2018 their number
should reach 800. To increase the number of milking cows the company uses its own resources; it
raises calves and heifers. On the average, about

A modern milking platform – carousel – was installed in the milk block.
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ducts and Increasing of Added Value” of Lithuanian
Rural Development Programme for 2007–2013. It
is a great merit of the Ministry of Agriculture that
processors started to negotiate with us normally.
Without support, it would be difficult today to set up
a cooperative.”

half of investment comes from support

Milk rivers appear
not after the rain
Izidorius Balčiūnas from Pašaminė village in Švenčionys district is the owner
of a large dairy farm. Over 400 heads of cattle are raised on his farms, of
which more than 200 are milking cows. Lithuanian Black-and-White and Red
breed cows are reared. The farmer is convinced that agricultural business
is like an orchard, much patience is need for it. The number of cattle and
farmer’s farmed land areas increased slowly. The farmer who is working
purposefully and consistently says that after the fifteen years of hard work
he could allocate somewhat more money to the welfare of his family as until
then he invested everything in the farm.
The most important property is the
human being
After having formed the collective from the dissolved agricultural company staff, the farmer appreciates each individual – each person is important in
seeking to achieve good results. Even during crisis
I. Balčiūnas did not dismiss anybody. Even recruited
some people additionally. By the farmer’s assertion,
it is important that people should not be subject to
suffer hard times as the farm needs workers who
know well their job, and the permanent search for
new workers brings nothing good. Almost all workers are employed on his farm from the first days of
its establishment. To I. Balčiūnas’ belief, the main
thing for people to stay working in the farm is the
normal wage, social guarantees and, no doubt, the
conduct of the employer – his behaviour should be
humane, business-like and collegial.

Cows were not scared of the hard period
The ability to organize work helped the farmer to
be protected from more serious shocks. Even after considerable drop in milk procurement prices I.
Balčiūnas managed to preserve the stable cow productivity of almost 7,000 kg. “Instead of industrial
combined feedstock I started producing feed with
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additives. Thus I have reduced cost price by 30%,”
the farmer, farming on the area of 350 ha, of which
70 ha is arable, shares his experience.
Balčiūnas dairy farm complies with the best
practice requirements, i.e. milked milk may be sold
to the clients directly from the farm. During the
hard period when very cheap prices were paid by
the processors, the farmer started thinking about
the sale of milk directly to consumers, but he was
stopped because of the small neighbouring market. Driving to Vilnius incurs considerable transport
expenses. Fresh milk is not the product you may
leave for a week after its transportation.

Like many farmers in our country, I. Balčiūnas
has made use of the EU support to quite a large
extent. He started from SAPARD. At that time he
renovated his farms, purchased some part of more
sophisticated machinery, feed preparation and other equipment. Later, with the use of the measure
“Following of Standards” of the Rural Development
Programme for 2004–2006 and the first area of activity under the measure “Modernization of Agricultural Holdings” of the Lithuanian Rural Development
Programme for 2007–2013, first of all he started
implementing the Nitrates Directive as required by
the European Community: built the closed slurry reservoir, acquired slurry transporters, slurry pumps,
and other various manure handling facilities, and
undertook further modernization of the farm. In total, I. Balčiūnas has already invested in his farm
approx. LTL 3 million. Half of that amount consists
of support he received during seven projects.
The newest project, submitted by the farmer, is
intended for making preparations for robotization
on the farm. According to Izidorius, if these technologies are possessed, the farm works may be
“transferred” to robots within three months.
“Decision of the Ministry of Agriculture to give
priority to livestock-breeding is very positive. The
first steps show that the number of cattle has been
stabilized, and in some sectors its increase is seen.
Probably, this will stimulate young people to set up
dairy farms, as within the last several years none of
this kind has been set up,” the owner of one of the
largest dairy farms shares his aspirations.

Milk will be consumed tomorrow as well
I. Balčiūnas affirms believing that his activity – dairy
farming – is perspective agricultural business; therefore, he is investing in it. The farmer considers direct
payments to be a sort of bonus for good work. They
constitute 10–15% of the total income of this farm.
“Direct payments cannot be a profit for a farmer. Profit should be generated by work. Otherwise there will
be no progress,” reflects the farmer and adds that a
modern contemporary farmer needs to have substantial knowledge in various areas: law, management,
veterinary, business, financial management, etc. “It
is much more than to feed a cow or pig in the shed.”
Izidorius recognizes that at some moments he wants
to leave everything, as almost for a decade he worked
without holidays, every day from 6 in the morning till
8 in the evening. But next day the sun is shining and
he is again in the mood to work. Moreover, there are
obligations you must perform.

Work speaks for itself
The successful farmer was noticed by the authorities and the public. One of the most important
awards granted to I. Balčiūnas farm is the good
practice badge and the title “The Most Advanced
Dairy Farm” in 2010.
The national competition “The Best Milker 2012”
was held in the dairy farm of Pašaminė village farmer I. Balčiūnas. This is also appreciation since it is
recognized that for many years I. Balčiūnas has been
involved in advanced farming and modernization of
production. Milkers from this farm also participated
in the competition and earned high awards.
In 2013, the activity of farmer I. Balčiūnas was
appreciated, he was honoured to grant Duke Gediminas awards of Vilnius county to the most merited entrepreneurs, representatives of culture, education and other areas and public activists of the
Vilnius region. ●

Cooperation is more than one stimulus
The relations between milk producers and processors, according to Izidorius, were regulated by the
establishment of cooperative “Pienas LT”. Seeing
the importance of cooperation, the farmer became a
member of this cooperative. “After the cooperative
started its operation, the processors increased milk
procurement prices by almost two times,” states I.
Balčiūnas. “Support to the cooperative amounting to
LTL 51 million was allocated according to the second
area of activity “Restructuring of the Dairy Sector
by Setting up of New Milk Processing Enterprises”
under the measure “Processing of Agricultural Pro-

In 2013, the activity of farmer I. Balčiūnas was appreciated, he was honoured to grant Duke Gediminas awards
of Vilnius county to the most merited entrepreneurs, representatives of culture, education and other areas and
public activists of the Vilnius region.
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Support to beef cattle breeders
In 2011, the programme for beef cattle-breeding development in Lithuania was prepared. The
Ministry of Agriculture, making use of the opportunity, granted by the European Commission,
to give support to the livestock-breeding sector,
experiencing economic difficulties, by redistribution of 2011–2013 direct payments and developed
a special support scheme. Here the total amount
of support for beef cattle was foreseen – LTL 29.5
million. This accounted for 2.5% of the total direct
payments allocated from the financial budget for
the period of one year.
In the period of 2012–2013 support was increased
to 3.5% of the budget granted to direct payments.
This makes annually LTL 41.3 million. In 2011, LTL3.2
million was foreseen for sheep, and in 2012–2013
annual support amounted to LTL 4.5 million.

In 2013 alone the number of pedigree cattle increased by 19% and the mixed cattle herd went up
by 12%. “The beef sheep-breeding sector, which
was accorded not less attention within the past
two years, has been also reviving. In the period
of 2012–2013, the number of sheep increased by
from 60,000 to 83,000, and in 2014 it overstepped
100,000.”

The basis is the beef cattle kernel
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With the living standards going up, consumers
still more often prefer better quality beef. This is
one of the reasons, motivating farmers to undertake beef cattle-breeding. The more so that Lithuania has better opportunities for this as compared to the EU countries. Large land areas, less
favoured for farming, are perfect pastures for beef
cattle. Since these animals are not very demanding
for keeping conditions, the existing farm buildings
in Lithuania could be used for this purpose. The
existing base allows increasing of beef cattle herds
to 300,000 heads. At present only on-third of the
possible number is raised.

Beef cattle-breeding though the youngest agricultural sector in the country has very big perspectives. The beginning of its development in Lithuania dates back to 1995 when 35 Charolais
breed heifers and three calves were brought by
UAB “Šilutės veislininkystė” (Šilutė Beef Cattlebreeding) from Germany. The beef cattle population started increasing from 2003, when subsidies for pedigree beef cattle purchased abroad and
inside the country began to be paid. Since 2008,
after the payment of subsidies was discontinued,
pedigree herds have been increasing at a slower
pace, as Lithuanian pedigree beef cattle breeders
found themselves in an unfavourable situation as
compared to the neighbouring countries.

The Ministry of Agriculture, taking into account
the fact that one of the most important guarantees
of successful cattle-breeding is the pedigree cattle
kernel. In 2014–2020, considerable attention is intended to be allocated to breed selection programmes, encouraging the effective use of the genetic
potential by foreseeing the trends in the improvement of meat quality and farming properties. ●

Change in the number of beef cattle in 2009–2014 m.

For many years utmost attention in Lithuania was devoted to the
development of the dairy sector, as impacted by the formed agricultural
structure, the need for dairy products and not high-quality beef.
Only one-third of opportunities are used

At present in Lithuanian farms, the most popular
breeds are Limousine, Charolais, Aubrac, Aberdeen
Angus, Galloway, Hereford, Highland, Simmental,
Short-horned, etc. Animals are mostly imported from
Germany, France, Sweden, and Ireland, fewer amounts
from Denmark, Austria, Belgium, Holland, and Estonia.

pe

The youngest livestock-breeding
sector is paving its way

Speaking about the beef cattle breeds, very often some jokes are heard that all breeds are good,
just conditions for their raising are improper. Depending on the period of maturation of beef cattle
and their mixed breeds, different technologies of
beef cattle-breeding are applied in the farms. The
breeds of all beef cattle raised in Lithuania accor-

ding to cattle-breeding technologies and maturation are divided into three groups: intensive, semiintensive and extensive.
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Last year D. Vaitelis bought two young bulls of
Limousine breed. “These bulls have good genetics.
It is evident that they are higher, longer, with the
broader chest as compared to other bulls from the
herd. The price of approx. LTL 24,000 for each of
them was paid not in vain,” says the cattle breeder.
Speaking about the beef cattle breeding, one
more especially good quality of Limousine breed
cattle was revealed – calves of this breed are born
smaller than other beaf cattle breeds, and this is a
very important physiological property of the animal
since the successful calving depends considerably
on the size of the calf.

Payments compensate expenditure for feed
When we focus on the compensatory payments
for organic farming, D. Vaitelis says straightforwardly 2–4 tonnes are yielded per hectare in
organic farms, while in ordinary farms 6–8 tones.
“Our salvation is payments as were foreseen under
the Lithuanian Rural Development Programme for
2007–2013. The Ministry of Agriculture, understanding our situation, managed to achieve their
further payment to farmers, engaged in organic
farming. Payments compensate the difference due
to the method of farming. Without them, organic

farming would not be possible as you could not
make two ends meet,” says Donatas.
The farmer receives the payment of LTL 500 for
beef cattle kept in the farm over the year.
“Talking about this payment being too small is
not truthful. To my calculation, LTL 500 is enough
for growing fodder needed to feed the animal to the
weight needed. Thus the authorities buy feed for
beef cattle breeders, and you just have to work,”
D. Vaitelis does not complain of payments.
At present you can hear talking still louder that
European payments will be associated with the
grasslands programme. Farms engaged in plantgrowing should have to turn part of their lands into
grasslands, as only in this case they will receive
support from EU funds.
“I think that the major part of farmers should
keep at least some number of animals and this will
be of benefit to them. It will comply with the present priority strategy for livestock-breeding development, declared by the Ministry of Agriculture,
which, in my opinion, is correct by all means. In
addition, farmers involved in plant-growing in order not to lose their workers are paying wages to
them for nothing the whole winter, and here they
will have the opportunity to do some “exercising”
in tending animals,” says D. Vaitelis. ●

Those complaining of payments are
overdoing considerably
Donatas Vaitelis, involved in organic farming in Žostautai village (Kėdainiai district)
almost for a decade, states that an organic farm may be perspective and progressive
only if it is mixed, though it would be diﬃcult to do away without additional payments.
Land is refreshed by ﬂexible crop rotation
At present D. Vaitelis cultivates about 350 ha of
land. About 120 ha in his farm are covered with
grasslands, the remaining part with grain crops.
The cattle herd now numbers about 150 heads, including 70 suckler cows. All cattle are pure pedigree Limousines.
According to the farmer, breeding of beef cattle
contributes considerably to his possibility to organic farming and yielding a comparatively rich harvest of grain crops.
“My lands are alive. They are abundant in earthworms, and other useful fauna species. Sometimes I fertilize the arable lands with manure. Flexible crop rotation is applied in the farm. One year
I cultivate wheat in the soil. Then peas are sown
Afterwards barley is sown, and still later oat with
clover under-crop. Then for two years I cultivate
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clover and repeat the cycle again, the farmer shares his experience and hints that without the application of any chemicals and mineral fertilizers he,
depending on the crop, harvests some 2.5–4 tonnes of cereals per hectare. 50 ha are sown with oat
as a reserve. During the rainy year, grass grows
scarcely. D. Vaitelis manufactures breakfast cereals from oat. If grass is abundant, oat is threshed
and cereals are used.

For herd improvement – bulls purchased
in france
The farmer from Pernarava ward keeps cattle in
three hers. Each herd consists of 20 suckler cows
and offspring. Senior bulls are kept in a separate
shed. They are fed and prepared for sale. The reproducing bull, which gets changed after the fixed
time, is pastured together with cows.

Farmer Donatas Vaitelis finds time for spending it with his wife Ugnė and daughters Adelė and Aistė.
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Indigenous Scottish breed
takes a foothold in Lithuania

Kristina and Arūnas Martinėliai chose Highlands, a breed known in Scotland from the 14th century.

The farm of Kristina and Arūnas Martinėliai from Širvintos was awarded the
nomination of the “Best Beef Cattle Breeding Farm 2013” at the international
agricultural and food sector exhibition “AgroBalt 2014.” The farmers are
engaged in raising Highland pure pedigree breed cattle.

with the use of the measure “Modernization of Agricultural Holdings” under the Lithuanian Rural Development Programme for 2007–2013. We implemented three projects financed under this measure,
acquired feed preparation equipment, animal traps,
enclosures, animal examination machine, electronic
weights, not freezing outdoor drinking troughs and
other animal handling facilities.”

The exotic sharp-horned breed attracts
curious people

An unforgettable ﬂavour once tasted

According to K. Martinėlienė, they selected this
beef cattle breed, which has been known in Scotland
already from the 16th century, due to several reasons. Since she and her husband did not have education in zootechnical science, they selected animals
requiring simpler handling and less care. “Highland
cattle are smaller than other beef cattle. Cows are
calving more easily; their born calves are not big.
They do not need sheds. It is enough to put lastyear hay to the sheds that they could lie on the dry
ground. They are disease-resistant and strong. Not
very demanding as regards feed. Brushy grasslands
are also good for them. And what is most important,
they are calm, peaceful and not aggressive,” speaks
K. Martinėlienė about the exotic sharp-horned looking unusual in Lithuanian farms and quite aggressive at first sight. The Martinėliai farm lately has
become the centre of tourism and education. More
and more visitors, mostly schoolchildren, come to
see animals pasturing in the fields. Even though
such meetings are time-consuming, Kristina and
Arūnas do not think that this is being done not in
vain. The more so that children from the big cities
of Lithuania do not know wherefrom meat and milk
are received. Rural children also show interest. Who

46

knows, probably, seeing animals raised in the farm
little ones would feel some attraction to associate
their life with the village, farming, and livestockbreeding.
First Highland breed cattle were brought by the
farmers from Germany in 2006. Nine heifers and
a small bull were bought then. Now they rear
15 sucker cows, 2 reproducing bulls and 51 offspring
of different age.

Organic farm has broader perspectives

The strongest support is financial

“Farming is the husband’s idea. In 1996, we set
up a farm. At the very beginning we had several
hectares of land, inherited from Arūnas grandmother. We started with plant-growing, but the lands
in the Širvintos district are infertile. The farm, using
chemicals, does not have any prospects here; therefore, in 2005 we undertook organic farming. To
tell the truth, payments for organic farming had an
impact on this decision,” says Kristina. “We have
over 380 ha. Part of the area is under pastures; in
another part we have utilized agricultural areas. We
grow buckwheat, winter triticale and wheat, barley,
peas, and red clover. We succeed in yielding quite
good harvest as a result of crop rotation. Part of
the harvest we sell in Lithuania, another part is sold
abroad, especially in Germany.

“Good news for us, farmers, is a decision of the
Ministry of Agriculture to focus more attention on
livestock-breeding, and what is most important to
envisage very specific measures of support. If not
for support, it would be difficult to predict the number of farmers in our country. Declaring livestockbreeding as the priority agricultural sector will permit farmers to make their choice, and those who
have made their choice to concentrate and to seek
purposefully achieving better results in farming,” K.
Martinėlienė speaks positively about the Lithuanian
agricultural policy. “Benefit of support is very evident. It includes payments to farmers and support
for implementation of investment projects. Today,
the most progressive technologies for feed preparation are applied in the farm. They were implemented

“Our major focus is on cattle breeding and we
endeavour to sell livestock for rearing. However,
most buyers opt for heifers and it happens so that
bull calves need to be slaughtered. We used to take
them to a slaughterhouse before for slaughtering
and evisceration, while selling of production to buyers was the only concern of ours. It is much more
difficult to do it now since no cattle slaughtering
is done by slaughterhouses due to more stringent
requirements. It would be good indeed if support to
run small slaughterhouses is extended to the farmers who slaughter one to two cattle a month,” suggests K. Martinėlienė.
The meat of the Highland beef cattle is exceptionally tasty and is valued for low fat content. As the
farmer puts it, you cannot imagine the difference of
its flavour from the meat of dairy cattle before you
taste it.
A singular method of meat preparation is held by
the Martinėlis family. The meat of the slaughtered
cattle is ripened at zero temperature for one week.
No matter some weight is lost, the meat prepared
this way is of the top quality.
The farmers sell meat from home and do not intend to address tradesmen so far. ●
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“Modern livestock-breeding encompasses the totality of scientific, production, theoretical and practical veterinary tools, directed towards augmentation
of economy and competitiveness of livestock-breeding sector, strengthening of production quality,
preservation of genetic diversity of animals and
improvement of productivity. Implementation of
innovative selection methods is a significant step
in livestock-breeding.”

Support to breeding – an easier burden on
farmers

Breeding is the core of cattle rearing. No development of a
competitive farm is possible without good breed of cattle.
Strengthening of breeding is ongoing due to the acknowledgement
of cattle rearing to be the priority sector in Lithuania.

Aspiration of the Ministry – assistance in
pedigree animal procurement
Considering requests of farmers, the Ministry
of Agriculture has initiated to renew support for
the procurement of pedigree animals. The measure was completed in 2007 with a provision that it
would never be needed again, so the Ministry had
to strenuously negotiate with the European Commission in regard to the measure renewal. Finally,
at the initiative of Prof. Vigilijus Jukna, Minister of
Agriculture, consent to the initiative was given with
the recommendation to cover of up to 50% of the
breeding material procurement costs. Upon the
European Commission’s consent to an opportunity
of the provision of this support, its launch should
be expected since 2015.
According to the data of the State Enterprise
Agricultural Information and Rural Business Centre, at the start of 2014 a number of purebred beef
cattle amounted to 20,382 thousand and crossbreed beef cattle made 104,053 thousand heads.
Livestock of this sector accounts for over 18% of
the total number of the livestock reared in this
country.
During the recent decade, the productivity
of cows increased. Last year the controlled cow
yielded 6,766 kg of milk. In comparison with
2003–2004, the productivity of cows increased by
1,535 kg. ●

Import of live animals (KN code 0102)
to Lithuania in 2012–2013.
Thous.heads

7,70

The wealth,
honour and pride of a farm

For the sake of livestock-breeding sector development, Lithuania will allocate up to 70% of support
for all analytical research of milk, control feeding
and bull productivity until 2020. Up to 100% of
herd book handling costs will be covered. The said
measure will enable possessing exact knowledge
of the number and breed of livestock held and will
lead to strengthening of breeding associations.
Traditionally, support is intended for international
exhibitions and forums. A positive effect on the
strengthening of livestock breeding will be exercised by an import and export centre, recently developed in the former Panevėžys livestock-breeding
unit, where the launch of exhibitions and auctions,
and collection and quarantine of animals is anticipated. The developed centre will serve the basis
for further successful export of animals.
Support to genetic resources is another measure of aid to livestock-breeding. The programme
for the measure and its implementation rules have
been elaborated as guidance for the annual allo-

cation of support to sustain the selection units and
to preserve the intended number of lines, families
and animals.
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Selection was a single method relied on for
cattle herd improvement for many years. Sciencesupported livestock breeding in Lithuania started
at the beginning of the 20th century, after the First
World War. Horse farms and animal associations
took care of livestock breeding at that time.
During the Soviet times six inter-regional state
breeding enterprises were active in Lithuania. Descendants of the selected bulls and cows were reared at three centres. Inter-farm cattle insemination
enterprises were in operation in each region. Cattle
origin tests were performed at Baisogala blood
analytical laboratory. Livestock improvement took
place at 35 breeding farms and 156 cattle farms.
Specialized breeding farms undertook pig, sheep,
horse and poultry breeding.

Significant attention to livestock breeding was
devoted after the Restoration of Independence of
Lithuania. Hitherto rarely seen beef cattle, sheep,
goats and other animals started emerging in the
fields. Advanced and competitive livestock farm
cannot be developed without good breed of livestock. For the EU accession purposes the Ministry
of Agriculture prompted the Lithuanian farmers to
improve herds and initiated support for the procurement of pedigree livestock, improvement of genetic resources and productivity of the available
livestock, performance of research and handling of
herd/origin books.
“Over half of the support allocated for livestockbreeding goes for genetic quality and productivity
research, since this, in principle, is the essence of
livestock breeding, the key to achieve success in
livestock-breeding,” says Vilius Rekštys, Head of
the State Livestock-Breeding Supervision Service.
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Selection is the oldest and the most
reliable method
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Good news
for Šilalė region farmers
The news about livestock-breeding having been declared a priority
sector of agriculture by the Ministry of agriculture is good news for the
farmers in Šilalė region. The land of the region is barely fit for cereals
thus livestock-breeding is preferred by the majority of farmers.

natural that in order to get support, at first you
must give something yourself: the sheep herd needs to be controlled and the breeder has to become
a member of the Association of Sheep Breeders. All
this is subject to paying a fee. I hope that after
livestock-breeding has been declared the priority
sector of agricultural production, small-scale farmers will also attain more tangible support.”

Blackhead sheep arrived prior to support

Compensations preserve old breeds

In the very detached nook of Šilalė region, in
Gulbiškiai village, Irena Žymančienė and her husband Antanas proceed with their daily chores on
their small farm. The Žymančiai family milks five
cows and rears their calves. Fresh summer grass
is a pure pampering for 56 Lithuanian Blackhead
sheep with lambs.
It is but symbolic that the farmers contributing
to the preservation of genotype of Blackhead sheep
live in an archaic Samogitian (typical of the Western Lithuania) farmhouse. It is like a complement
to what they do.
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“Five years ago it dawned on me to buy sheep. I
had no plans at that time and I just wanted to have
sheep. I had not the slightest idea about participation in the programme or getting any support.
Once you live in a rural area, you take to different
work and go for different branches to discover that
single bonanza to make one’s own and your family’s living,” tells a woman. “Having heard about
activity area “Preservation of the Old Endangered
Lithuanian Animal and Poultry Breeds” under the
measure “Payments for Agrarian Environment” of
the Lithuanian Rural Development Programme for
2007–2013, I took a decision to fill out the necessary documents to qualify for payments. It is but

Old breed animals are not that productive, thus
payments serve as an aid to lower-income farmers.
Sheep breeders are open in stating that much
higher income could be generated from Blackhead
sheep if these are cross-bred with productive meat
breed sheep. Unfortunately, this would mean the
danger of extinction to Blackhead sheep.
Nevertheless, genetic-fund sheep have advantages. They are well adapted to the local climate, are
not fastidious or demanding. Their meat is low fat
and tastes good.
“A small-scale farmer works a lot and this work

pays little. A considerable support is received from
payments. Insemination of Blackhead sheep starts
when they turn one year old. They lamb once a
year,” experiences are shared by I. Žymančienė.
She further adds, “Serious stress is experienced by
an animal in labour. Just born lambs often need to
be taught sucking or even have to be bottle-fed.
Affection is typical of Blackhead sheep. Sheep and
lambs keep following me like dogs in an enclosure.
It is nice to watch them queuing and heading to a
shed in the evening, after they hear the sound of
pots where mixture of oats and barley are brought
to them for feed.”
The Žymančiai also receive payments as compensation for beef cattle, for participation in a measure “Semi Self-subsistent Farming.” I. Žymančienė says that the received support is invested in
the purchase of the necessary machinery.

The herd of Blackhead sheep is the largest
“At present the Lithuanian Blackhead sheep is
almost the largest herd of sheep. They total in ➤

51

fuTuRE sTaRTs TOday

REVIVaL Of LIThuaNIaN COuNTRy sIdE

around 34,000,” informs Kristina Milišiūnienė, specialist of the Lithuanian Association of Sheep Breeders, rearing almost 550 heads of Blackhead breed
mother sheep herself. “When I started forming a
breeding herd, there were nearly 8,000 of them
left all in all.”
At the time K. Milišiūnienė purchased the Blackhead sheep, the choice was poor – very few sheep remained in Lithuania in 1991. She bought four sheep
and one ram from the collapsing collective farm.
“There were no payments at that time. The reason
of buying the sheep was reluctance to mow the grass
in a large garden of my father-in-law. Let the sheep
graze there. They kept grazing until the herd increased. We started thinking about a more serious rearing of sheep. Since our sheep had the documents
of origin, we searched for respective rams. Finally,
a decision on the establishment of sheep-breeding
farm was taken. At that time we had ten sheep and
one ram. Now all sheep and some rams are sold for
breeding purposes. Of course, the remaining rams
are sold for meat as there is no other way out or the
sheep are rejected as defective,” tells the breeder
of Blackhead sheep.

Availability of support has lead to the increased
herd of Blackhead sheep in Lithuania. One leap of
the herd increase was around 2002–2003 and another one – around 2009–2010. This also relates to
new payments having emerged in the process of
implementation of the Lithuanian rural development
programme for the period of 2007–2013. According
to K. Milišiūnienė, payments cover extra costs incurred by the breeders for the sake of protection of
the old breeds. They need more attendance, mating needs to be arranged, mating is possible with
a respective ram, one needs to closely observe that
a farmer does not buy a related ram. Besides, issuance of documents of origin also costs. “Payments
received according to activity area “Preservation of
the Old Endangered Lithuanian Animal and Poultry
Breeds” under the measure “Payments for Agrarian
Environment” of the Lithuanian Rural Development
Programme for 2007–2013, compensate extra costs
which are not borne by those rearing the sheep of
other breeds,” maintains K. Milišiūnienė. During the
last financial period, an annual payment for genetic fund-recorded Blackhead lamb bearing sheep,
sheep and rams made LTL 97. ●

Wellbeing of animals
is an index of both, productivity
and human culture
As noted by Giedrius Blekaitis, Chief Veterinary Doctor and Senior State
Inspector of Animal Health and Welfare Department under the State
Food and Veterinary Service, a significant increase in animal wellbeing
has been witnessed during the recent years.

Irena Žymančienė, farmer.
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This is for two main reasons – the farms become
larger and more modern thus better standing financially, which leads to more opportunities to
ensure animal wellbeing than in the case of small
farms. “Another reason is that since 2013, the individuals applying for support under the Lithuanian
rural development programme for 2007–2013,
shall be entitled to observing the enforced national
requirement to secure wellbeing for animals. The
requirements in question shall be applicable for all
farm animals. General and special requirements
are set forth. Special requirements shall be observed in rearing of calves and pigs while in all other
cases general requirements shall be followed,” G
Blekaitis informs of the changes in securing animal
wellbeing. “Respective sanctions will be imposed in
the event of animal wellbeing violations.”
As highlighted by Vaidotas Prusevičius, Head of

the Cattle-Breeding Unit of Agricultural Production
and Food Industry Department under the Ministry
of Agriculture, state support is given to farmers
for utilization of animal waste products, checking
of milking equipment, preparation of requirements for biological safety measures intended for
all animal breeds in order wellbeing and healthiness of animals is ensured. “Support for checking
of milking equipment is a very important measure
to avoid cow mastitis. On-farm checking of equipment by specialists is performed and in case nonconformities are detected, explanations on how to
fix it are given. The said checks are free of charge since all costs pertaining to milking equipment
checks are covered by the State,” emphasizes V.
Prusevičius. “All measures intended to ensure animal wellbeing and biological safety measures are
critical in preventing the spread of diseases.” ●
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From generation to generation
keeping the family tradition

childhood. The first two mares of the Lithuanian
heavyweight breed for his farm were purchased
in 1989 from the former Marijampolė state horse
breeding farm. Upon Restoration of Lithuania’s Independence, many horses were exported abroad,
where horse meat demand was high. A rapid reduction in a number of the Lithuanian heavyweight
breed horses was witnessed and if timely measures
to protect the breed by several enthusiasts were
failed, probably it would have been lost in Lithuania by this time. Juozas Bekampis established the
first Lithuanian heavyweight horse breeding farm
and was among the first initiators in the creation
of the Lithuanian Association of Heavyweight Horse
Breeders, having headed it for eight years. At present J. Bekampis rears 68 horses of the Lithuanian
heavyweight breed and 17 foals born this year.
Another three are still expected. His herd of horses
has been reared on the basis of the Marijampolė
horse breeding farm genetic fund and the reason
for this fact emphasized by him is slight differences in the type and appearance of these horse in
each particular zone. J. Bekampis is a participant
of the Lithuanian Rural Development Programme
2007–2013 under “Preservation of the Old Endangered Lithuanian Animal and Poultry Breeds” and
receives the related support. He maintains it to be
a significant stimulus for those rearing the breeds
of animals and poultry, which instead of being productive or popular, help to preserve the old genetic
fund and biological diversity.
“Even in this technical age Lithuanians still retain

sentiments towards horses. If not for work, one
buys a horse for beauty of one’s farm. Unfortunately, less and less people able to do the farm work
with a horse are left, that generation is coming to
an end. No one knows the future perspective of
these horses, but I am concerned about the survival of this Lithuanian heavyweight breed. I gave
a mare as a gift to my children and my granddaughters have mares presented to them on their
christening occasion with a wish for them to have
their own horse herds when they turn 18. Most visitors arrive at my farm to simply enjoy the horses.
They are reared by the ones like me, by those who
do not calculate whether horse rearing pays off or
not. These horses are not taught to work, but one
may teach them, if needed. We breed young animals and sell them. I would not be fair in saying
that I do not sell horses for meat. Horse meat is
tasty and marketable abroad so one needs to sell
horses for meat if unfit for breeding. Nevertheless,
the key function of my farm is to preserve biodiversity as in the long run the horses would become
extinct if no one minds it. It is like in the case of
the Lithuanian Grey cows, which give much less
milk, but it still pays to keep such animals due to
the EU support to old breeds,” says J. Bekampis.

Beef cattle– to foreign countries
J. Bekampis also rears a large number of beef
cattle. The main herd of beef cattle is of Limousine
breed. He also rears an exotic Galloway breed but ➤

Sometime four brothers named Bekampiai divided the family land and established
individual farms. One brother, Juozas Bekampis, followed the example of his parents
and grandparents, and taught his children from the very young age to work on the
farm and planned in advance to keep them closer to the native land and return to the
farm after their studies. It seems that the father’s idea was destined to come true:
his daughter Kristina graduated from veterinary studies and his son Vitas became
university graduate in agronomy, and both returned to the native Kūlokai village
(Marijampolė municipality) to obtain the farms of their own. The large 600 ha farm
of their farther also has revived and is widely known for its horses of the Lithuanian
heavyweight breed and beef cattle.
The biggest sentiments expressed towards
Lithuanian heavyweight horses
The farmer Juozas Bekampis, his son Vitas and
daughter Kristina Bekampytė–Šiaudienė live in the
same village, in the neighbourhood and often help
each other in their daily work. On her 60 ha farm
Kristina rears a herd of beef cattle and sheep, and
Vitas is involved in crop/plant-raising on his 100
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ha farm – cereal and rape is grown. Their father’s
J. Bekampis farm raises cereals, rapeseed, peas,
beans, oats, and vast areas are covered by meadows and pastures as for many years this farmer
has been involved in the Lithuanian heavyweight
horse breeding and beef cattle rearing. Besides, he
pursues his previous predilection – beekeeping; he
also keeps rabbits and poultry.
The biggest sentiments by J. Bekampis are felt to
horses, as their lives are intertwined since the very

Juozas Bekampis with his son Vitas run their own farms but are the main helpers to each other when it comes
to help.
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the major number – over 1000 heads of his cattle
accounts for crossbreed cows intended for meat.
“The reason for interbreeding the herd was higher
milk yield by crossbreed cows and in pairing one
may introduce corrections in terms of marketability of meat at the time in question. For several
recent years our production is exported to the
West, i.e. to Spain, Italy, Germany and Poland.
In February of this year 100 heads of cattle were
delivered to Italy. At the time being no problems
with cattle sale are faced. However, no matter of
better pay by foreigners than that by local purchasers, foreigners are aware of our prices and are
not inclined to pay the sums payable for cattle in
the West. A number of currently reared Galloway
breed is minor though they are extremely marketable here in Lithuania, so I sell them in this
country. They are easy to rear, no buildings are
necessary, they overwinter outdoor easily. I was
among the entrepreneurs some 10 years ago to
bring 10 pregnant Galloway breed cows and bulls
from Germany, Saxony-Anhalt land. I can tell you,
that the animals of Limousine breed, the herd of
which is also reared by me, have character, but
their calves pose no problems – in half an hour
calves find their mother, suck milk and are lively.
As for Charolais, they are phlegmatic indeed and
a calf may quietly lie for one to three days without
understanding whether he has eaten or not. When
starved, he may overfeed and be sick, and no medicine can help in some cases. So, if one wants
to rear cattle, one needs to know the specifics of
each breed,” emphasizes the farmer.
According to J. Bekampis, livestock-breeding is
far from being the easiest branch. It is much easier
with plant-growing – not that many hired hands
are needed and more free time is left for oneself,
and here you are always “tied up”. Although the
cattle are not dairy cattle and no milking is needed, they have to feed, drink and be closely watched for health issues. Almost no free time is left.

It is maintained by the farmer, that payments
for beef cattle are a significant help to the farm.

Good pathway was paved for children
A young farmer Vitas Bekampis (28) is not surprised or angry that to some extent their fates
have been planned by their father. The young man
runs his own farm for almost six years. During his
studies at the University of Agriculture in Kaunas
Vitas was already the owner of his land.
“I created my farm while participating in a
support programme for setting up of young farmers and received funds from the EU for farm modernization. I will wait for opportunities to qualify
for the EU support again to invest into the farm
development. Support programmes fully answered
the purpose since it is difficult for a young farmer
to start without any assistance from others, new
machinery is expensive and it is complicated enough to procure it with one’s own money without
the EU support. I purchased a heavy duty seeding
machine under young farmer programme and modernization programme helped me to procure a
good tractor with a future perspective. Now I have
nearly 100 ha of land and it would be good to increase the farm area as much as possible, but the
land area is scarce and a severe competition is on.
Some of my fields are 25 km away and one has
to be satisfied with small parcels of the available
land,” tells the young farmer.
Juozas Bekampis is plainspoken about his planning the future for his children very much in advance and he wished for their inclination towards agriculture. “An idea to establish farms for them has
sprung up, so that both of them had something of
their own and would not opt for leaving everything
here and heading abroad. I persuaded the children
that one would be able earn a substantial living if
one works in agriculture in one’s homeland,” narrated a smart farmer. ●

Rearing of beef cattle and horses has become a tradition on the Bekampiai farms.
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New markets –
new opportunities
A resolution of the Ministry of Agriculture to give priority
to livestock-breeding will also have a positive reaction in
the search for markets. “A better product is an easier way
to consolidate on the market and its sale price is higher,
and this opens up opportunities of higher income for
agricultural producers,” says Rimantas Krasuckis, Director
of Agricultural Production and Food Industry Department
under the Ministry of agriculture.
During 2005–2008, exports of agricultural products
increased from LTL 4.2 billion to LTL 8.9 billion. In
2013, exports consisted of LTL 14.6 billion. Agricultural and food products accounted for 18.4% of
the total exports of Lithuanian goods. Exports cover
both, cereal and livestock products. In 2014, the
State Food and Veterinary Service issued permits
to the Lithuanian companies for haulage of animal
origin production to 96 countries. Successful export
of cereals raised in Lithuania was started to Turkey,
Saudi Arabia, different countries of Africa, and dairy
products – to Romania, Kazakhstan, Egypt, and calves – to Israel. Traditionally, the major export share
is occupied by trading with Russia. The changes in
politics of Russia in 2014 stimulated the producers

Rimantas Krasuckis,
Director of Agricultural
Production and Food
Industry Department
under the Ministry
of Agriculture.

and the Ministry of Agriculture to search for new
markets in order the stability was safeguarded.
The Ministry of Agriculture has developed a variety
of measures for the search of new markets. According to R. Krasuckis, one of the measures is preferential conditions for farmers and businessmen to
participate at international exhibitions, conferences
and seminars intended for exporters. In the spring
of 2014 the Ministry of Agriculture took an initiative in the presentation of the Lithuanian stand at an
international food and beverages exhibition “Foodex
Japan 2014” for the first time. A discussion on beef
export to Japan has been initiated between the food
industry representatives of Lithuania and Japan.
Introduction of products to a wider group of ➤
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Future starts today

Revival of Lithuanian Countryside

Animals, raised by the farmers, are “exhibits” attracting visitors.

International agricultural exhibition “AgroBalt2014” was attended by Loreta Graužinienė, Chairman of the
Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania, and Minister of Agriculture Prof. Vigilijus Jukna.

consumers and potential buyers is helped by a traditional agricultural and food industry exhibition
“AgroBalt” arranged in Lithuania on an annual basis.
A workshop on the US market was arranged for the
visitors, participants and guests of the exhibition in
2014. The US representatives having participated at
the workshop recommended the Lithuanian producers export of dried and cold smoked pork ham and
sausages to the USA. According to the guests, Lithuanian beef would also find its niche as the Americans have an increasing interest in organic products
on condition that the producers will ensure the availability of large amounts of beef. Priority giving to
cattle rearing and support allocated for agricultural
production opens the doors of larger markets to the
Lithuanian producers as well.
“Meetings of the State leaders and the Ministry of
Agriculture officials with top officials of other countries are efficient indeed. Say, a bilateral meeting
held in May 2014 between Vigilijus Jukna, Professor
and the Minister of Agriculture of Lithuania and Neri
Geller, Minister of the Brazilian agriculture, cattle
rearing and food supply developed into the achievement of specific results. The Brazilian Minister N.
Geller has personally promised to act as an intermediary for the issuance of permits on fish and dairy
products export to Brazil,” significance of communication between the top state officials in the search
of new markets was presented by R. Krasuckis, Director of the Department.
Due attention for market search is drawn by the
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embassies of Lithuania.
Food products, exported to the third countries
must meet the requirements imposed by competent authorities of the said countries. Special adjustment of laboratory analyses is needed along with
translation of documents to rare foreign languages.
For the reason it is of utmost importance to ensure
timeliness of authorities in charge.
“Products of Lithuania are truly competitive. Participation at the international exhibitions and conferences during the last decade revealed that in
terms of quality, safety, naturalness and packaging
our products parallel the products of other countries. Surely we have something to be glad with.
Today we are able to satisfy the requirements of
any market. Of course, interest in our products of
consumers in other countries need to be triggered
and it is not that easy to do particularly in the countries our products are not known yet,” R. Krasuckis.
Although no direct influence on the fluctuating
market prices can be made by the Ministry, the
State reserves to hold a certain package of measures in its hands to help to protect its producers
from excessive fluctuations. These are the measures of risk management, targeted to stabilization
of markets and safeguarding of an adequate level
of life for the community involved in agricultural
businesses under significant fluctuations of prices.
Taking into accounts the needs of different sectors,
the state intervention purchases, support payments for private/individual storage of products,

quota schemes can be employed.
“Some years ago a measure of intervention
purchases of cereal and milk was active; however, its standby mode proceeds for several recent
years. Prices of intervention purchases are significantly lower than those on the market. We used
to raise a question at the European Commission
level about the need to make the process of intervention purchases closer to the market prices,
but nothing is done and it is maintained that this

decision might turn into a tool of short-sighted
activity,” tells R. Krasuckis, Director of Agricultural Production and Food Industry Department.
Following the calculations of scientists, nearly
9 billion of people will live on the Earth in 2050,
which will increase the demand of food products
by 50%. Agricultural Information and Rural Business Centre is of valuable assistance to properly
orientate the producers and processors of agricultural production in the market changes. ●

Prime-Minisiter Algirdas Butkevičius and EU Parliamentarian Zigmantas Balčytis attended the exhibition.
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Increase of organic
meat demand on the market
Regard of the Ministry of Agriculture to livestock-breeding is
significant in terms of several aspects. In comparison with crop/
plant-raising livestock-breeding is more complex and more
labour-consuming area of agricultural activity. Declaration of
livestock-breeding to be the priority branch of agriculture is
one of the assumptions to introduce changes in the economic
and social standing of rural area.
Development of livestock-breeding will enable better utilization of natural resources of Lithuania. Not
that much land fit for crop/plant-raising is available in this country. However, plenty of land fit
for meadows and livestock-breeding is found. A
decision of the Ministry of Agriculture to promote
livestock-breeding in Lithuania is the first step towards shifting to optimal practices of development
of agriculture via use of natural resources.
Another important aspect is that stimulation
of livestock-breeding will have a positive impact
on the finished product. When we spoke about livestock-breeding before, we used to bear dairy
in mind. However, meat of dairy cattle is not the
most suitable for a buyer neither for its taste properties nor composition. Probably, it is due to moderate consumption of beef. As meat processors
we are very much concerned about the availability
of sufficient amounts of stock to produce a final
product of good quality to our consumers. Perfect
conditions for organic beef cattle rearing are present in Lithuania. Beef cattle can be reared in natural pastures. Meat of the cattle reared on greenery alone is exceptionally valuable. Its flavour is
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Competitiveness
is strengthened
by cooperation

Egidijus Mackevičius,
Director of Lithuanian
Association of Meat
Processors

good. Once tasted this meat, people understand
the reason of high appreciation of steak abroad.
The meat of beef the majority of which is derived
from dairy cattle breeds and the meat of cattle
raised on greenery alone are two incomparable
products. Quality product enables expansion and
diversification of markets for placement of the Lithuanian products. At present the Lithuanian meat
products are known in this country and abroad.
The local meat products are exported to more than
30 countries. In the search for new markets and
consumers we are assisted by the opportunities
opened up for us by the Ministry of Agriculture and
its subordinate authorities to participate at international exhibitions, conferences and seminars arranged in Lithuania and abroad on the issues of
agricultural and food products. We feel the Ministry’s concern in dealing with export issues, since
each country poses its specific requirements and
immediate settlement of the encountered issues
is of utmost importance, especially at the present
time, when the situation becomes complicated on
traditional export markets. ●
Egidijus Mackevičius

Gintautas Pečiuliauskas,
senior specialist of
Law Application and
Cooperation Unit of the
Legal Department under
the Ministry of Agriculture

Lithuanian farms are small thus cooperation is
stimulated for the purposes of strengthening of their
competitiveness, implementation of the Lithuanian
Rural development Programme for the period of
2007–2013 and for the financial period to come.

An explicit proof by historical facts is existent for
those who attempt to state that cooperatives are
not for the mindset of a Lithuanian. In Lithuania
cooperation has a long living history – the first cooperative was registered in Vilnius in 1869. Cooperative Union “Lietūkis” active since 1923 is significant for the development of cooperation. Harm to
cooperation made during socialist period is still an
obstacle for farmers to unite into cooperatives.
“In the process of elaboration of legal basis for
implementation of support measures, the Ministry
of Agriculture always pays attention to the stimulation of cooperative movement by making favou-

rable conditions to support the activities of cooperative companies,” says Gintautas Pečiuliauskas,
senior specialist of Law Application and Cooperation Unit of the Legal Department under the Ministry of Agriculture. “Undoubtedly, the Lithuanian
Rural Development Programme for 2007–2013
was significant for cooperation of agricultural producers. During this financial period a measure for
State support to producer cooperation intended for
the establishment and support of the start of activities of cooperative companies was developed.
In implementing the Lithuanian Rural Development Programme 2007–2013, support to the
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As per the data of the National Paying Agency, support
based on the said measure was benefited by the below
number of cooperatives and cooperative companies: 13
in 2011, 12 in 2012, and 11 in 2013. Milk producers and
cereal growers were the most active in using the support
funds intended for cooperation strengthening.”

development of cooperation was assigned based
on the second activity area “Restructuring of the
Dairy Sector by Establishment of New Milk Processing Companies” under the measure ‘Processing
of Agricultural Products and Increasing of Added
Value’. This activity area created favourable conditions for milk processors to undertake the activity
of processing of cooperatively purchased raw product.
The establishment of cooperative companies and
cooperatives was stimulated by the support granted via the second activity area “Manufacture of
Agricultural Products and/or Supply of Services to
Agriculture” under the investment measure “Modernization of Agricultural Holdings” of the Programme and the first activity area” Processing of
Agricultural Products and Marketing’ under the investment measure “Processing of Agricultural Products and Increasing of Added Value”.
“Stimulating effect of the programme on the development of cooperation is evident. Cooperatives
and cooperative companies of agricultural producers used to be established in new regions and new
areas of agricultural activity,” tells G. Pečiuliauskas.
Cooperatives having acknowledged as agricultural cooperatives as per the valid procedure relied
on priorities for the receipt of support. As per the

data of SE Agricultural Information and Rural Business Centre, acknowledgement of agricultural cooperatives was granted to the following number of
cooperatives: 13 in 2007–2008, 35 in 2008–2009,
30 in 2009–2010, 39 in 2010–2011, 45 in 2011–
2012, 38 in 2012–2013, and 32 in 2013–2014.
“It was not the financial support measures alone
employed to spur up the cooperative movement. A
joint German and Lithuanian project “Stimulation
of cooperative structures in rural areas” was implemented in 2012–2013. It was the third project of
this nature. Its implementation involved four visits
of German experts to Lithuania to consult potential
cooperative stakeholders and arrange four international hands on training workshops. The project
enabled the Lithuanian counterparts to acquaint
with the existing cooperation practices during a visit to Germany,” another one measure aimed at
strengthening of cooperatives was presented by
the senior specialist.
Strengthening and implementation of cooperation and establishment of groups of agricultural
producers is also foreseen by implementing measure “Establishment of Producer Groups and Organizations” under the Lithuanian Rural Development
Programme 2014–2020. Under the said measure
support will be given to the acknowledged producer
groups during their first, second, third, fourth and
fifth year of activities after acknowledgement. The
support can be qualified for by an acknowledged
producer group operating in any agricultural sector. Besides, priority will be given to the applicants
with a larger number of stakeholders. Support given to them will amount to up to EUR 100,000 for
each business year. ●

Opportunities suggested by
cooperation not
to the small businesses alone

Dynamics of agricultural cooperative companies
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Naglis Narauskas,
Chairman of the Board of
Pienas LT Cooperative

“With milk haulage trucks available we can
sell milk to anyone in need of it,” says Naglis
Narauskas, Chairman of the Board of Pienas
LT Cooperative established in Kaunas free
economic zone, Biruliškės village.

Pienas LT Cooperative was established in 2008.
According to the Chairman of the Board, the manufacturers of agricultural production were suspicious
towards cooperation from the very beginning, but
little by little they started understanding it to be
among more significant forms of farming, leading
to the achievement of independence from processors. “The farms of our members, which total in
nearly 220, are not among the smallest ones. Most
of them are branch farms. Nevertheless, it did not
help them to avoid dictate of processors. Frankly
speaking, even the largest dairy farms are helpless
when processors are encountered. The former
were well aware that if a farmer was reluctant to

sell milk for a lower price, he might dump it down
the drain today and tomorrow, but on the day after tomorrow he would agree with any conditions.
You cannot tell a cow to save her milk until the
buyers start paying more. Thus negotiations with
no serious arguments available will not lead the
producer to a more favourable outcome. The base
of logistics form the arguments for milk producers
in this respect since it may happen so that a processor will not send his milk haulage trucks to fetch
the milk. Things do happen, when arguments are
held by a single party. Thus our immediate step
was the establishment of cooperation,” his ideas
were shared by N. Narauskas.
➤
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Members of Pienas LT Cooperative are scattered
all over Lithuania so prior to the procurement of milk
haulage trucks milk collection routes have been defined. Significant investments are required for the
purchase of milk haulage trucks. One modern vehicle for milk haulage equipped with an automatic
sampling line costs more than EUR 150,000. An
outcome is suggested by a measure “Restructuring
of the Dairy Sector by Establishment of New Milk
Processing Companies” under the Lithuanian Rural
Development Programme for 2007–2013. In 2009,
a project “Organization of a System of Logistics for
Raw Milk Collection and Placement on the Market”
was developed by Pienas LT and submitted to the
National paying agency. Total project cost – LTL 12
million, of which LTL 5.5 million was the EU and
the national support. The said funds by the cooperative were used for the procurement of 26 milk
trucks and procurement of another four is intended
in the nearest future. With the milk haulage trucks
available the cooperative purchases approximately
350–400 tons of milk per day.
In 2013 the State owned Enterprise Pieno Tyrimai
nominated Pienas LT agricultural cooperative as the
best milk purchaser in the category uniting over one
hundred of milk purchasers.
“Now, when milk collection and haulage to processors is performed on our own, milk producers
started feeling freer and safer. They are more at
ease in planning investments into their farms since
they know that the milk produced by them will be
sold at the price most favourable to them. If dialogue with Lithuanian processors is failed, we direct
the milk to the producers in need of it. Thus a producer is less dependent on processor whims,” stresses N. Narauskas, Chairman of the Board of Pienas
LT Cooperative. – A provision of the Ministry of Agriculture to promote cooperation is very important for
strengthening of competitiveness of the Lithuanian
farmers, introduction of modern and state of the art

technologies and use of advanced machinery.”
In 2013, Agricultural Cooperative Pienas LT launched the construction of milk protein plant. German
produce technological facilities will be mounted
there. The plant will manufacture and export nondenatured high concentration milk protein used in
food and pharmaceutical industry. The initial planned processing efficiency of the plant – 650 tons of
milk/day and after the second phase activities are
completed, the efficiency should reach 1 200 tons/
day. Creation of some 80 workplaces is intended at
the plant. The total value of the cooperative plant of
Pienas LT would make almost LTL 100 million. The
EU support makes LTL 51 million and the remaining
share will be the own funds of the cooperative stakeholders. ●

ChaPteR iii.
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The researchers receive awards

The same seedling is caressed with
farmer and researcher hands
A farmer and a researcher – quite often these seem like two different
worlds. “It would be great if we, the villagers, were able to get very
specific recommendations of researchers. The present supply is abundant
and it is diﬃcult to decide how to puzzle it out. Moreover, there is no one
to address for an advice,” it is so considered by numerous farmers in the
context of introduction of innovations. They also add that their choice is
usually based on marketability of the suggested item.
66

At the beginning of the previous century the Government of Lithuania was concerned about the
best possible application of scientific research for
the improvement of potential of the national farming. In 1922, the first specialized scientific research institution, Dotnuva Selection Station was established by the order of Jonas Aleksa, the Minister
of Agriculture. At present the area of agriculture
is taken care of by over 500 researchers. The issues of agricultural development are examined by
Aleksandras Stulginskis University and Lithuanian
University of Health Sciences and Institutes of Horticulture, Livestock-breeding and Agrarian Economy.
In 2014, a scientific award for merits to the agricultural sciences in the area of biomedicine and
agricultural sciences for a set of papers on the applied research work (experimental development)
‘Creation of Veterinary Preparations, Their Pre and Post-clinical Examination and Legitimization of
Manufacture’ went to Prof. Algimantas Petras Matusevičius, Antanas Stankevičius (post mortem),
Arūnas Rupšys and Prof. Vytautas Špakauskas,
researchers of the Veterinary Academy of the Lithuanian University of Health Sciences.
By means of researches and improvement of
different methodologies the authors of the set of
papers succeeded in dissolving a larger amount of
calcium and phosphor salts in one solution and solving a problem of their chemical incompatibility.
They developed four multi-component solutions for
prophylactics and treatment of cows with paresis
after calving. Five ointments were developed to
cure wounds, bruises, sprains, tendovaginitis and
inflammation of joint- surrounding tissues. One
of them – Karbaseptas – was awarded a golden
medal at the International Veterinarian Medication
Exhibition in Poland in 2009. Mastestas was prepared to diagnose latent mastitis of cows. 48 new
quarter ammonia compounds have been synthesized. Disinfection solution Dezinfektas IV was developed by using the said compounds and other
substances.
Authors of the set of papers covering 3 patents, 2
scientific studies and 37 articles developed 16 new
veterinary preparations, 10 of which are manufactured by UAB “Ruvera.” They are used in Lithuania and also exported to 14 European countries.

example of the way to promote cooperation between researchers and businessmen. It is an integrated scientific, study and business centre for the development of the Lithuanian agriculture, forestry
and food economy sector. 12.5 percent of funds of
a measure “Professional Training and Information
Activity” under the Lithuanian Rural Development
Programme 2007–2013 was allocated for the Nemunas Valley. Unfortunately, such lucky stories of
agricultural science and business cooperation are
seldom. As noted by Prof. Vigilijus Jukna, Minister
of Agriculture, there will be no competitive agriculture if science and introduction of innovations
are missing. For stimulation of closer cooperation
among researchers, farmers, their associations
and consulting entities, the Ministry of Agriculture
foresees that the measure of European Innovation
Partnership (EIP) will be implemented during the
new financing period.

EIP – a step towards amity/community
An instrument of the European Innovation Partnership, targeted to a more efficient agriculture,
is not obligatory for the EU Member States. It is
a choice of each state. We are happy to have Lithuania among those who care that science comes
closer to manufacture.
Speaking about the future partnership between science and manufacture Dr. Zita Duchovskienė, Head of Strategy Planning and Science Unit of ➤

Exempla trahunt
The researches of Lithuania mainly deal with
fundamental rural development and agricultural
development problems. The critical objective of all
researches is to help the state to achieve strategy
goals and meet the international obligations. The
applied researches get less attention so far than
demanded by rapidly developing production, changing agro-climatic conditions and a need to preserve natural resources. The Nemunas Valley is an

In 2014, the science award was granted to Prof.
Algimantas Petras Matusevičius, Antanas Stankevičius
(post mortem), Arūnas Rupšys and Prof. Vytautas
Špakauskas, researchers of the Veterinary Academy
of the Lithuanian University of Health Sciences
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Future starts today

Revival of Lithuanian Countryside

“Cooperation” included in the Lithuanian Rural
Development Programme 2014–2020. Innovation
dissemination projects worked out relying on the
results derived from the projects carried out by
the EIP groups, could be funded from other measures as well – the activity area “Support to Pilot
Project and Information Activity” under the measure “Know-how Transfer and Information Activity”, the activity area “Support to Investments in
Agricultural Holdings” under the measure “Investments in Tangible Assets”. 20% higher support
intensity is foreseen for the investments concerning the EIP implementation actions. Results of
the applied researches will be tested in the existing experimental/pilot farms and those of agricultural products manufacturers, the EIP members with the aim that the most advanced and
scientifically grounded technologies reach the manufacturing sector as soon as possible. An innovation may stand for a new idea successfully implemented in practice, i. e. a product, services,
production process or a new way of organization/
set up. In the programme implementation due

Economy and International Cooperation Department under the Ministry of Agriculture said “EIP
is a new measure, which stimulates innovations of
rural development and unites both, rural development and branches of scientific sector. As stated
by Martin Scheele, Head of the Subdivision for Environment, Genetic Resources and European Innovation Partnership of the General Directorate for
Agricultural and Rural Development of the European Commission at the conference “Innovations
and Potential Cooperation in Implementing the Lithuanian Rural Development Programme 2007–2013
and Its Perspectives” summoned in Lithuania in
2013, concept of agricultural efficiency and sustainability of the European innovation partnership has
been created as an attempt to strengthen the role
of scientific researches and innovations in agriculture, forestry and rural areas and to closely relate
scientific researches and practical farming in a new
financing period. EIP aims to combine science and
practical application of innovative methods thus
creating an increased added value, increasing the
use of innovations related financial measures for
rural development and other financial measures,
and interface of these. Promotion of innovations
is possible via different rural development measures: activities of know-how transfer and commu-
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attention will be given to an entire cycle from
manufacture of an initial product to the final product intended for consumer.”

Recent knowledge for advanced farming
The EIP initiative will stimulate scientists to undertake applied research, which is the most necessary in order a competitive farm is developed.
This opens up new science and production opportunities for Lithuania, which will further lead to
the introduction of innovations in agricultural production and will turn another page of modern and
attractive rural development.
Implementation of the activity area “Dissemination of Scientific Knowledge and Innovative Practices in Agricultural and Forestry Activities and Processing of Agricultural Products” under the measure
“Professional Training and Information Activity”
of the Lithuanian Rural Development Programme
2007–2013, the largest support sum for one project amounted to LTL 690,560 and eligible costs
were covered by 100%. ●

nication of information, consulting activities, rural
networks, LEADER programme, etc. EIP must be
associated with other EU initiatives – the EU policy for scientific research and innovations, the EU
cohesion policy, regional policy, etc. Joining of
different experiences, initiatives of the EU member states and the EU fund support together, the
EIP network would become a perfect measure for
exchange of the best available experiences and
a practical tool promoting innovations. Action
groups will be established for implementation of
the EIP initiative. It is of utmost importance that
they include different experience and competence
farmers, scientists, producers, representatives
of agricultural sector, non-governmental organizations, counsellors and consultants. Activity
groups will share the results of the recent scientific
researches in developing new skills, services and
products and scientific knowledge based solutions
of problems will be searched for. United forces of
different profile specialists would enable to cope
with rural development challenges and implement
specific projects. Establishment of groups and pilot projects to be implemented by them will be financed from the activity area “Support to the Establishment of the EIP Action Groups and Development of Their Activities” under a new measure
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research of plant nutrition and quality of the raised production in the system of organic farming;
processes of organic matter and waste composting
and vermicomposting, and other ways of their treatment.
The primary goal of the project managed by
J. Pekarskas is the introduction of technological
innovations on ecological farms to enable the increase of productivity of plants raised there, to improve quality of the raised production and to acquaint the widest possible group of farmers having
or intending to have ecological farms with these
technological innovations.
The project implemented in four different regions of Lithuania involved demonstration tests.
Potato test was performed on Vladas Elsbergas
farm (Šiauliai region), winter wheaton Juozas
Trakymas farm (Kaišiadorys region), winter rye
on Valentinas Genysfarm (Ukmergė region) and
perennial grasseson Aleksandras Stulginskis University farm.
In July 2010 four field days were organized. During the field days 99 farmers and others interested in organic farming were introduced to potato, winter barley, winter rye and perennial grass
growing technologies, employed on the said farms
and technological innovations recommended for
application in growing the said plants. According
to Dr. J. Pekarskas, the technological innovations
employed in growing of respective agricultural plants have leadto a significant increase in their productivity together with the improved quality of the
raised production.
“Interaction between science and production is a
must, and on ecological farms in particular. A tangible advance without science is hardly possible on

Technological innovations
in organic farming
During 2009–2013, Aleksandras Stulginskis
universityimplemented the project “Technological
Innovations in Organic Farming” based on the activity area
“Dissemination of Scientific Knowledge and Innovative
Practices in Agricultural and Forestry Activities and
Processing of agricultural Products” under the measure
“Professional Training and Information Activity” of the
Lithuanian Rural Development Programme2007–2013.
A support consisting of nearly LTL 400,000 was
allocated for the project implementation. “I lived
with the project idea for a long time. I was not
aware whether it would be of a project or some
other shape. Field days on an organic production
farm and in the Agroecology Centre of Aleksandras Stulginskis University have been organized
for a long time. Numerous farmers were able to
see the recent ecological plant-growing technologies developed by us. The first field day was arranged on this farm. We perform lots of scientific
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the farms of this country,”emphasized J. Pekarskas, Doctor of Science in Biomedicine.
Crop/plantgrowing sector finds its place in the
researcher’s works. A variety of scientific works
concerning crop/plantgrowing were performed at
Horticulture Institute in 2013. The implemented
project “Identification of Genes of Malus Genus Plants Significant for Regulation of Response to Pathogen Indicated Super-sensitivity”attempted clarification of strengthening of apple-tree resistance
to scab, the most harmful disease.
The aim of the project “Management of Nutrition
Quality of Micro-Greenery in Light Culture System”
was to ascertain the way of creation of micro-greenery light culture scheme enabling the management of nutrition quality of these new vegetables
by using the solid-state illumination.
Implementation of the project “Growing and
Processing of Exceptional Quality Dessert Apples”
aimed at dissemination of scientific knowledge
and innovations on the farms run by farmers and
agricultural companies by demonstrating growing
technology an exceptional quality fruit and its specific elements and by introduction of new product
processing technologies.
The implemented project “Influence of Growing
and Storage Methods and Technologies on the Quality of Horticulture Products” dealt with the way on
how to form scientifically grounded assumptions
for the increased efficiency and amount of biologically active compounds of synthesis in apples and
maximum preservation of biologically active substances in fruit and vegetables during their storage
and later on–at consumer, including creation of
edible films to prolong the shelf life and to ensure
quality and safety ●

Doctor of Science
in Biomedicine
Juozas Pekarskas.

research. We have accumulated extensive knowledge in this field and consult numerous farmers.
As soon as an opportunity emerged, we undertook
implementation of the project in order to transfer
some knowledge via demonstration tests on ecological production farms, his idea about the launch of the science promotion project is shared by
Juozas Pekarskas, the project manager and Doctor of Science in Biomedicine. The science areas scrutinized by him encompass the influence of
long-time ecological farming on agro-ecosystem;

Scientists from Aleksandras Stulginskis University carry out a global research project, dealing with exhaustive
research of plants reared under controlled climatic conditions.
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connection with agriculture were not just taught the
plant-growing ABC, but within a short period of time
were trained as specialists of industrial vegetable
growing, tells the scientist. “Recently the Institute
works much in the area of mechanization of field
vegetable technologies in ecological horticulture.
A set of special machinery is ready. A significant
input of the sector is witnessed in the development
of mechanized technologies for industrial growing of
medicinal plants. Precise and production tests have
been accomplished. A drilling machine for medicinal
camomile and a multipurpose drilling machine for
herbs have been created. Medicinal plant planter
has been adjusted and upgraded and herb harvester
has been upgraded. Mechanized technologies and
their recommendations have been prepared for
growing of the main eight herbs.”

Modern vegetable growing
technologies are employed by farmers

fit vegetable varieties and hybrids, analyses or specifics of ecological seed growing and their applicability on ecological farms, maintenance selection and
seed handling of the Lithuanian varieties of vegetables is on,” the activities of the Institute are presented by V. Zalatorius.
“Upon restoration, horticulture farms were directed towards intensive farming. Mechanized technologies of industrial growing, harvesting, preparation
for marketing and vegetable storage technologies
have been implemented on the modernized competitive farms. Special technologies have been developed to protect the local market and supply safe
products to consumers. These are the technologies
for growing of exceptional quality production and
environment friendly fruit and vegetables.”

Each garden has it own vegetable

Exclusive quality products for most
demanding consumers

V. Zalatorius is happy that it was the Institute of
Horticulture, where the first hothouses in Lithuania
of metal structures and covered with long-lasting
double polymer film were erected in 1997 and spread
all over this country immediately. Technologies of
growing of the Lithuanian varieties of tomatoes and
lettuce in hothouses covered with polyethylene film
have been created.
“Over 49 varieties and hybrids are developed at
the Institute. These are carrots, red beet, onions,
garlic, cabbages, radish, cucumbers, tomatoes,
sweet pepper, and beans. We grow 60 varieties and
over 300 varieties of not that widely spread vegetables and herbs. Research of ecological plant growing is performed at the Institute: selection of the

Exceptional quality agricultural and foodproducts
(EQP) and the processes of their manufacture and
processing are distinguished by the aspects of naturalness, nutritiousness and consideration of the
environment. Their manufacture involves minimal
amounts of fertilizers needed just for plant vegetation, calculated according to the results of laboratory
analyses of soil and balance of nutrients; limited
use of protective measures; no use of environmentharmful toxic substances of plant protection; extensive growing methods are applied when animals are
reared. The technologies employed in EQP processing lead to a higher content of substances biologically valuable and lower content of substances useless for the body (saturated fatty acids, salt, and ➤

Specifics of the 2014–2020 period rural development is the increased
attention of the Ministry of Agricultureto fruit and vegetable growing
by introducing the advanced and scientifically grounded technologies.
A significant input by scientific achievements in the improvement of the
horticulture sector is held by the Institute of Horticulture.
Works of scientists for gardeners
“During 1992–1993, the emerging farms and the
necessity of farmer training, development and improvement of new technologies spurred up the Institute of Horticulture to initiate creation of integrated, maximum mechanised field vegetable growing
technologies. Since 1993–1994 a newly equipped
experimental base of the Institute and individual
farms started conducting systematic workshops on
the operation of new vegetable growing machines
and introduction of mechanized growing technologies and their elements. At the start the newly
developed plant growing machines along with the
new technologies were implemented in 12 and later
on – in the majority of the newly established farms.
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These technologies were significant for the development of strong and modern horticulture farms of
Linas Šateika, Algimantas Morkūnas, Algirdas Steponavičius, Virgilijus Kuprevičius and others,” narrates Vytautas Zalatorius, scientist at the Institute
of Horticulture, about the interface of science and
production.
According to him, the staff of the sector of vegetable growing technologies relied on the newly
created machinery and for the first time sowed by
themselves the seeds of vegetables to be grown
based on the technologies recommended by them
on the farms or in the fields of individual vegetable
growers situated in different locations of Lithuania.
“The new gardeners, having shifted from crop, dairy or other agricultural areas or those having no

Scientist Vytautas Zalatorius presents the industrial technology for cultivating valerian.
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sugar) in the final product. Manufacture of these
products does not involve genetically modified organisms, synthetic food additives (preservatives,
sweeteners and the like).
EQP are delivered to consumers in the shorter period than that typical of products of that particular
category.
A product of exceptional quality is the one the
quality of which surpasses the EU and the national
legislation enforced safety, animal and plant health,
animal wellbeing and environment protection
requirements. Growers and producers must follow
much stringent requirements than usual.

As the scientist puts it, exceptional quality products are trusted by consumers and their manufacture for farmers, especially for small-scale ones,
helps to raise substantial income. For market protection and Lithuanian vegetables promotion purposes traditions of exceptional quality production
growing are introduced with special marking imprinted on the packaging. This way the vegetable
growers are helped to remain competitive under
complex and very unstable market conditions. The
key target of environment friendly field vegetable
growing technology – raising of high quality standard production yield observing agrarian protection,
soil sparing and integrated plant protection requirements and recommendations.

Stimulation methods have been devised
“In 2012,scientific workers of plant growing technologies sector together with technologies unit of
the Institute of Horticulture, Plant Protection Labo-

ratory and the Lithuanian Institute of Agrarian Economy completed the preparation of technological
and economic feasibility study for the programme
“Environment Friendly System for Fruit and Vegetable Growing” under the measures “Payments for
Agrarian Environment Protection” of the LithuanianRural Development Programme for 2007–2013.
The programme has been in successful operation
in production since 2012. The grown production is
marked with EQP (exceptional quality product). In
2011, this mark was granted to 3, in 2012 to 69,
in 2013 to 133 farms. In 2013, certified areas of
orchards, berry areas, potato and other vegetable fields covered 4122.75 ha. Payments planned
for them will make LTL 4.7 million,” the merits of
the Institute in strengthening of the national horticulture and promotion of this area farmers to produce high-quality products are enumerated by the
scientist V. Zalatorius.
Those growing EQP are given payments based on
the programme “Environment Friendly System for
Fruit and Vegetable Growing” under the measure
“Payments for Agrarian Environment Protection” of
the Lithuanian Rural Development Programme for
2007–2013.
The highest annual support amount to the owner
of the holding if he is involved in the programme
“Environment Friendly System for Fruit and Vegetable Growing” amounts to LTL 120,000. Support
funds are paid only for certified and declared areas
of exceptional quality fresh fruit, berries and vegetables. The amount allocated per hectare of vegetables and potatoes makes LTL 1,091.00.
Maximum support amount based on the measure
“Participation in Food Quality Schemes” per agriculturalholding is 10,358 LTL/year. Support is given for
a maximum period of 5 years. ●

Field Day of exclusive quality product project in Algimantas Vaupsas farm.
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The Lithuanian origin of Skudde
(škudė) sheep breed is being
clarified by the scientists
At present the scientists of Livestock-Breeding institute, in response to the
initiative of the Lithuanian Association of Skudde Sheep Breed Growers are
working on a scientific paper “Verification of Genetic Diversity to Clarify
Similarities and Differences between the Local Lithuanian Coarse Wool
Sheep and Skudde Sheep Breeds’.
The work involves collection of information and
initiation of genetic analysis for these sheep having lived in the territories of Lithuania, East Prussia and other Baltic States for several thousand
of years, later lost and now returning sheep to
be acknowledged as indigenous and included into
the programme of genetic resources. The Skudde
breed sheep belong to a group of the northern
short-tailed sheep. It is among the oldest aboriginal breeds of sheep in the world. So far, it has
no official country of origin. The growers of the
Skudde sheep breed expect it to be included into
the genetic fund of Lithuania. Voluminous information has been collected to substantiate it.
For the first time the Skudde breed sheep
were officially mentioned in the written sources
dated back to the end of the year 1800 in the
papers issued by Johann Gottlieb Nanke, natu-

ralist, about his wanderings on foot in that time
Prussia („Wanderungen durch Preusen“), where
the author narrates about having encountered
this sheep in the location of Heydekrug (the present region of Šilutė). There are data available
about the interwar period, the year 1930, when
a number of Skudde sheep totalledup to 70,000
and in 1936 their number decreased to 3,600.
By the end of the war almost no sheep of this
breedwas found in Lithuania. As per year 2012
data, an approximate number of Skudde breed
sheep amounted to 5–6,000, they are reared in
Germany, Switzerland, Austria, the Netherlands,
Belgium, France, Czech Republic, Poland and
now also in Lithuania. It is a comparatively small
number for survival and existence of a lively population thus this breed of sheep is still under the
risk of extinction. ●

75

fuTuRE sTaRTs TOday

REVIVaL Of LIThuaNIaN COuNTRy sIdE

Studies – with Account Taken of the Needs
“The Ministry of Agriculture, aiming to refuse the
methods of study baskets based on free market
principles alone, in some part of the study trends
is starting to implement the State planning for preparing specialists necessary and corresponding to
the needs. At the initiative of Minister Prof. Vigilijus Jukna, legal acts, regulating the admission of
students and target financing of their studies at
Aleksandras Stulginskis University and Lithuanian
University of Health Sciences, have been amended.
Since 2014, the Ministry of Agriculture covers 90%
of the study basket. The remaining part is allocated
by the Ministry of Education and Science,” tells Dr.
V. Žoštautienė about novelties in preparing agricultural specialists. “No doubt, in order to maintain
the adequate priority to stimulate livestock-breeding, we devote utmost attention to the training of
specialists in livestock-breeding. Within the period
of studies of 2014–2015, 37 young people were
given an opportunity to study livestock-breeding
technologies at the Faculty of Animal Husbandry
Technology at the University of Health Sciences
and the newly established smart livestock-breeding at Aleksandras Stulginskis University. These
two specialities are specific – they are oriented to
the development of agriculture and animal husbandry technologies and assurance of animal welfare.
Priority is given to rural young people, who have
higher motivation to come back to the village and
to apply here the acquired knowledge. Certainly,
urbanites may also become perfect agricultural
specialists. The ever modernizing production of
agricultural products brings new challenges in training specialists as well. The advanced up-to-date

For a Smart Farm –
smart specialists
Upon recognition of livestock-breeding as the national
priority branch by the Ministry of agriculture, the demand
for specialists also has increased. It is considered that
in 2014 alone approx. 220,000 jobs, including 6.7% in
agriculture, will be established.

From Production to the Preparation of
specialists
Present-day policy of the Ministry of Agriculture is to contribute to the creation of the rural
community, which is open, of broad specialization, educated, studying constantly, basing its
activity on new knowledge, and of the socially
attractive Lithuanian countryside. According to
Dr. Virginija Žoštautienė, Director of the Business Administration and Property Management
Department of the Ministry of Agriculture, granting of priority to livestock-breeding stimulated
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livestock breeding sector is not satisfied to have a
specialist of narrow specialization (zootechnician,
animal husbandry technologist). It is very important that a university graduate would be able not
only to perform the work of his specialization, but
would possess strategic thinking, be good in management, economics, and engineering equipment,
and know which soil is best for feed growing. This
is hardly to be achieved if those subjects are not
taught at a university and no conditions are created for adequate practical studies.”

The Ministry supports 146 students
Analysis of the demand in specialists, carried
out by the scientists, shows that 67 livestockbreeding specialists will be needed in Lithuania in
2017, and this demand has a tendency towards
increasing.
Dr. V. Žoštautienė underlines that the Ministry
of Agriculture contributes to the training of specialists in other branches of agriculture as well.
Within 2014–2015 study years, the target funding
covering 90% of the study basket was granted to
146 students. Alongside smart livestock-breeding
(27 students) and animal husbandry technologies
(10 students), target funding is granted to the students in hydrotechnical construction engineering
(20), agronomy (12), fishery and aquaculture (12),
agricultural mechanical engineering (20), agricultural technologies and management (5), agricultural engineering and management (5), agroenergy engineering (6), renewable energy resources
engineering (8), land management (8), rural development administration (5), agricultural economics
(5), and agricultural business management (3). ●

Demand in workforce
Dr. Virginija Žoštautienė,
Director of the Business
Administration and
Property Management
Department of the
Ministry of Agriculture

the Ministry to expand the scope of its activity
from the manufacture of products to the preparation of agricultural specialists. The quality
and competitiveness of products start with the
individual, his understanding of the importance
of changes in the markets and technologies, his
ability to analyze and make use of the circumstances formed for the development of livestock
breeding business. Competitiveness of the farm,
especially of livestock-breeding, and implementation of new technologies greatly depend on the
worker’s qualification, application of systemic
knowledge and entrepreneurship.

In 2014, employers intend
to register 220,000–240,000
job proposals.

By economic activities
Industry
18.7 %

Services
60.4 %
By professional qualification
Non-qualified
workers
27%

Specialists
20%

Agriculture
6.7 %

Construction
14.3 %

Qualified
specialists
53%
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Dowry for Starting Life
With the development of modern technologies,
the work of specialists of various branches is
subject to cardinal changes. Novelties do not
bypass the agricultural sector, including specialists
in livestock-breeding, as well.

Since the number of specialists, trained in animal
husbandry, is not big, they are in demand in various enterprises of livestock-breeding branches.
Therefore, the Government, Ministry of Education
and Science and Ministry of Agriculture envisaged target funding. In my opinion, it was a good
decision. As we know, the study programme in
animal husbandry technologies covers a very broad spectrum of activity areas. In view of this, our
students, after signing a tripartite agreement and
knowing about their place of work after studies,
may from the first year of their studies to concentrate on the appropriate branch. Thanks to the
above-mentioned decision, we can communicate
more closely with industrialists and representatives of other organizations. It is quite a substantial
help for the beginning of life to students, willing to
work in the field of livestock-breeding and having
no sufficient funds for studies.
As regards extension of study programmes, I
think, our programmes should ensure wide-scope preparation and be universally adapted to the
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decision, helping to restore
profession prestige
Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Rolandas Stankevičius,
Dean of the Faculty
of Animal Husbandry
Technologies at the
Veterinary Academy of
Lithuanian University
of Health Sciences

newest technologies for breeding of various farm
animals.
In the period of 2014–2020, livestock-breeding is the priority field of agriculture. Therefore,
this period should still more stimulate the development of farms: more high-quality specialists and animal breeding technologists will be
needed. The said specialists have been trained
for 68 years at the Veterinary Academy of the
Lithuanian University of Health Sciences. The international commission of experts that evaluated
the study programmes of the Faculty of Animal
Husbandry Technology in March 2014 also gave
its approval. The qualification of teachers and
scientific workers as well as the material base
received excellent evaluation. Thus I hope that
graduates from the Faculty of Animal Husbandry Technologies of the Veterinary Academy of
the Lithuanian University of Health Sciences will
successfully join the ranks of livestock-breeding
specialists. ●
Assoc.-Prof. Dr. Rolandas Stankevičius

Vytautas Drūlia, Chairman
of Lithuanian Association
of Zootechnicians

With account taken of new challenges facing livestock-breeding
at the present stage of economic development, it should
be stated that in Lithuania now shortage is experienced in
high-quality livestock-breeding specialists, whereas interest
in this speciality has been reduced. The increased quality
requirements for livestock-breeding products and necessity to
implement new advanced technologies are preconditions for
the increased demand in the speciality of zootechnics.

A very positive step, undertaken by the Ministry
of Agriculture, is to cover part of the study basket
to students majoring in animal husbandry. After
graduation a young specialist, especially a zootechnician, receiving a rather modest salary, faces
difficulties in settling. Thus coverage of the study
basket for him is considerable facilitation – more
favourable conditions are afforded for entering the
market. Those funds which he had to devote to his
studies, he could use for his settling.
It is very good that specialities in zootechnics
are supplemented with knowledge from other areas. The broader preparation enables the specialist
to get established more easily on the market, whereas the narrower specialization nowadays makes
it difficult for him to maintain his position in it.
Another thing – for a specialist to have a firm

footing in the countryside, he needs to have conditions created for him to earn well. The job of a
zootechnician is not that easy. His working hours
are not strictly fixed. You go when you are needed.
Day or night. Summer or winter. Alas, his salary so
far is not adequate to his work. Hopes may be cherished due to the decision of the Ministry of Agriculture to give priority to animal husbandry. The better
the branch of economy is developed, the broader
opportunities exist for specialists to find a job, complying with their qualification, and to earn more.
The Ministry focusing on the livestock-breeding
and preparation of livestock-breeding specialists,
no doubt, will contribute in recreating the prestige of these professions, and young people will be
more willing to study agricultural sciences. ●
Vytautas Drūlia
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“A modern farmer, in addition to his knowledge in
agronomy, animal husbandry, and mechanization, should be
well-versed in the most advanced information technologies,
marketing, and management, since still more achievements
in science are being adapted to practical agricultural work,
and science will be applied still more rapidly,” tells L. Kaklauskienė of the changes taking place in the countryside.

veal another area of the Ministry’s activity. Search
for partners in other countries opens new markets
and new opportunities to our agriculturists,” she
underlines. “The exposed best examples of our
agricultural producers and product processors that
received a high evaluation at international agricultural exhibitions “AgroBalt” demonstrate to schoolchildren the achievements of our producers.”
A visit to the Ministry of Agriculture is made
more interesting by the presentation of traditional
craft and heritage.
As a matter of fact, schoolchildren during their
visit get to know about the background of the Ministry’s employees and in general about the areas
of activity of agricultural specialists.

Every year – over a thousand tests
The second part of the educational programme
“I am a Super Farmer” is a visit to the National
Food and Veterinary Risk Assessment Institute,
which is aimed at ensuring the effective assessment in the fields of food and veterinary and pro- ➤

I am a super farmer
The young ones, starting their independent lives, frequently are
faced with a dilemma: which way to go? The Ministry of Agriculture
started an initiative to acquaint pupils of Forms 5–12 with the
modern agricultural specialities, inviting them to participate in the
educational programme “I am a Super Farmer.”
What is the Ministry doing?
This programme consists of two parts – a visit to the Ministry of Agriculture and the National
Food and Veterinary Risk Assessment Institute. “At
the Ministry pupils communicate with the employees and get familiarized with the Ministry’s routine work. The get to know more about agricultural
specialities: agronomy, animal husbandry, veterinary, and other interesting professions, their need
and perspectives which open up after completion
of agricultural studies,” Lina Kaklauskienė, Chief
Specialist of the Protocol Division, presents the
educational programme “I am a Super Farmer”.
“Schoolchildren are told about organic farming,
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its importance for people, land and the whole of
environment, about organic products and how to
distinguish them.”

Smart farms? What are they?
Another goal of this educational programme is
to present to the schoolchildren the still actively
emerging smart farms in Lithuania with the most
sophisticated technologies being implemented
here.
The exclusive opportunity offered for the programme participants is to see souvenirs of the
ministers of agriculture from various parts of the
world. “Visits of the ministers to other countries re-
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viding an independent science-based opinion. “This
is a modern high-level research institution. In 2000,
the National Food and Veterinary Risk Assessment
Institute was accredited by the German Accreditation Service (DAkkS) according to the requirements
of the standard LST EN ISO/IEC 17025:2005. Additionally, the Institute was accredited by the Russian
Federation Accreditation Service (Rosakkreditacija). In 2007, The Institute laboratory received evaluation of the International Laboratory Accreditation
Association ILAC. The Institute earned recognition
in Japan, Brazil and other countries, this opening foreign markets to our national producers,” presents
Snieguolė Ščeponavičienė, Deputy Director of the
National Food and Risk Assessment Institute.
Moreover, you may learn at the Institute about
something occasionally inhabiting your sausage,
cheese or some other foodstuff, as the Institute’s
laboratory performs many types of research of food,
feed, raw materials and animal diseases. “The food
products are examined at the food product microbiology examination, chemical examination, radiological examination, molecular biology and genetically
modified organism examination units, diagnostics of
animal diseases is performed by bacteriology, pathology anatomy and histology, serology, virusology,
molecular biology and genetically modified organism examination units. Examination is performed
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also in the territorial departments in Kaunas, Šiauliai, Panevėžys, Klaipėda, and Telšiai. Moreover, the
Institute also performs a new function, it registers
food additives. Also it registers biocides,” relates
the Deputy Director of the activity of the Institute.
“Annually, more than a million examinations of food
products, raw materials, and animal diseases are
performed at the Institute. E.g., when carrying out
the pesticide examination, simultaneously we can
examine 360 pesticides, this making it possible to
assess the safety of plant food products. While conducting examination, it is possible to assess whether the product complies with the requirements set
for an organic product. Performing modern molecular biology examination it is possible to learn whether beef, pork and poultry products contain horse
meat. In accordance with the Institute laboratory
examination results, products not conforming to the
requirements do not reach the consumer. The Institute cooperates with the institutions of higher learning in Lithuania; each year the number of students
in chemistry and microbiology and other specialists
undergo practice here. Specialists in various fields
from third countries come here for probation.”
The Programme participants during their visit
also get to know about the professions of people
performing so numerous tests and about the benefit these tests give to our everyday life. ●

News for students
and teachers
Residents of Pakruojis were the first to make use of the educational
programme “I am a Super Farmer“. According to Vilma Jaraitė, Chief
Specialist of the Education Department of Pakruojis district, participation
in the programme was used as an incentive for those most active in
environmental activities.
Those active were Pakruojis Basic School “Žemyna” with three green flags won and Triškonys
Branch of Linkuva Gymansium awarded with the
flag for the tenth time. “We socialized with ViceMinister Rytis Šatkauskas. Even though that day
the Minister was out of office, we had the opportunity to sit in his chair,” shares the excitement
V.Jaraitė, who accompanied residents of Pakruojis
to the capital “The Vice-Minister told us in detail
about the structure of the Ministry of Agriculture,
works performed, Lithuanian membership in the
European Union, modern agriculture needing good
specialists and invited to show more interest in the
changed agriculture which requires specialists of
high competence. Later we met Elvyda Lazauskaitė, Head of the Department of Ethnic Culture of
the Lithuanian National Museum. She told pupils
about traditional crafts that always were close to
agriculture in the countryside since the families not

only farmed but also produced everything for their
mode of life. Marytė Liugienė, Senior Coordinator
of Education at Vilnius Centre of Ethnic Culture introduced the pupils to straw weaving and asked
students to wattle some elements for the “garden.”
We had an interesting visit at the National Food
and Veterinary Risk Assessment Institute. Not only
students but also teachers heard and saw some
tests applied in Lithuania for the first time.
“Even though our pupils think seldom of their
future profession, impressions experienced and
knowledge gained will be useful in educational process and, possibly, the first visit to the Ministry
will serve as motivation in choosing their life path.
Rugilė Vaškaitė, a seventh-form pupil, already dreams of veterinary studies,” says Silva Malinauskienė, a geography teacher supervisor of Triškonys
school.
“Such open days are very useful and interesting. ➤
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Schoolchildren, participants in the programme “I am a Super Farmer”, are familiarized with the activity of the
Minister of Agriculture, agricultural and rural development tendencies, and cherished old crafts.

There will be a lot of issues to be discussed with
schoolchildren after our visit to the Ministry. Just
having a better knowledge in any field it makes
easier to understand what are the wishes of a pupil
and what occupation interests him,” Aida Čepulienė, a biology teacher supervisor at basic school
“Žemyna“ of Pakruojis, evaluates importance of
educational programme “I am a Super Farmer“.
According to Ana Korkut, a teacher of Eišiškės
Gymnasium of Šalčininkai district, pupils enjoyed
this visit very much. “Our ninth-form pupils were
greatly impressed by the meeting with Minister
Prof. Vigilijus Jukna. They were
Visitors from Pakruojis, learning to wattle the “orchard”.
surprised to see Minister being so
young and already a professor.
Children were invited to see quality production of the Lithuanian
companies displayed at the exposition hall,” narrates A. Korkut.
We all liked “kastinys”, a dish from
Samogitia. The ninth-form pupils
are not much concerned with the
choice of profession but direct
communication with the staff of
the Ministry and the Minister left
a very deep impression that may
help someone to make a decision
about the direction of his future
self-expression. Such programmes ruin the myth that only those
who are not fit for other professions choose professions of agriPupils from Šalčininkai district will remember for long a meeting with
culture.” ●
Prof. Vigilijus Jukna, Minister of Agriculture.
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utilized agricultural area used at the moment of
submission of the application for support and
the area which the young farmers are obligated
to possess until the last date of submission of
application for payment. In the case of creation
a livestock-breeding, plant-growing or mixed
farm, support of LTL 3,452 per ha of the utilized
agricultural area was allocated; in the case of
creation a specialized vegetable-growing, berry-growing, herb-growing, floriculture and horticulture farms, support amounted to LTL 6,906
per ha of the utilized agricultural area. The actual support allocated to a young farmer depended on the investments performed in the farm
and the amount of the utilized agricultural area.
The biggest amount of support consisted of LTL
138,112.
During this period, over 2,500 applications
were received. Approx. LTL 300 million was paid
to young farmers,” he reviews the support granting mechanism of the previous financial period.
“Young farmers strengthened the material base
using the support received: purchased agricultural machinery, equipment, technological facilities, computerized their farm activities, reconstructed old and built new production buildings,
organized infrastructure in their holdings, planted perennial plants: blueberries, pears, appletrees, etc.”
The Ministry of Agriculture, taking into account
requests of young farmers, simplified the application form, and from 2010 young farmers fill in
the automatic form, where many calculations are
performed by the system and the applicant just
needs introduce the main figures characterizing
his farm.

Young people still more
often prefer farming
Countryside is changing so is the mentality of people living
here. Previously the opinion prevailed that farming is the
pursuit of senior people, whereas today more and more
young people relate their lives with the village. The Ministry
of agriculture, simplifying the provision of support to young
farmers, is seeking to achieve that more young people should
be involved in farming.

Jonas Pupius, Chief
Specialist of the
Compensation and
Investment Division at
the Rural Development
Department

Farming instead of emigration
“Support to young farmers not only reduces
young people emigration, but also stimulates them
to come back to their native places. In implementing the Lithuanian Rural Development Programme
for 2007–2013, support was granted to 164 persons who returned from emigration,” states J. Pupius, Chief Specialist of the Compensation and Investment Division. “Still more young people living
abroad show interest in the opportunities for the
period of 2014–2020. People start understanding
that they will not receive such support for starting
business in England, Ireland or any other foreign
country as they may receive it after coming back
to Lithuania.”
Lithuanian Rural Development Programme for
2014–2020 foresees further support to young farmers, granting it for their setting up. “It is important that after being granted support a young farmer would create the base for a competitive farm.
While evaluating the viability of the farm, account
will be taken of the declarations submitted,” underlines J. Pupius. “A young farmer’s farm should be
registered not later than two years prior to the submission of the application. Support could amount
to LTL 240,000. Support intensity – 80%.
At present the average age of Lithuanian farmers is 56 years. According to the data of the Business Information Centre, the farmers under 40
accounted for 17%, from 40 to 65 – 47% and 36%
are farmers over 65. Prof. Vigilijus Jukna, Minister
of Agriculture, believes that increase of support for
young farms will motivate young people to undertake farming, to seek to achieve education, necessary for intensive development of agriculture. ●

Farmers distribution by age
54723

17 %
36 %

The number of young farmers is on the
increase in Lithuania
“The EU support helped to keep the youth in the
village, this being of special importance in solving
economic and social issues of rural development,”
stresses Jonas Pupius, Chief Specialist of the Compensation and Investment Division at the Rural Development Department, when speaking of one the
most popular investment support measures “Setting up of Young Farmers” under the Rural Development Programme 2007–2013.
Support to young people has been provided since 2000 when implementing the Special Accession
Agricultural and Rural Development Programme
(SAPARD). “This measure encouraged the young
to undertake farming,” J. Pupius substantiated the
importance of the EU support.
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In 2000, the number of young farmers amounted to
6,670, their holdings covering the total area of 92,580
ha, and in 2004, there were 8,120 young people
and their farmland covered 108,450 ha. Lithuania’s
membership in the EU opened up new opportunities,
and at the beginning of 2014 young farmers numbered
over 20,000, their holdings covered almost 180,000 ha.

Simplified support granting
While implementing the Lithuanian Rural Development Programme for 2007–2013, the EU
support, granted to young farmers, could be received by farmers under 40, who have registered
their holding and farm not earlier than two years
prior to the submission of the application. “The
EU support for young farmers under the measure
“Setting up of Young Farmers” was granted for the

43559
47 %

under 40 years

41–65 m.

over 65

18102

under 40 years

41–65

over 65
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Powerful tractor to support the young
farmer

The young farmer has bred a herd of
fallow-deers to his son’s joy
Lands of Svajūnas Bulys are located in Lithuanian grannary.
Since of old,crop production has been ﬂourishing in Joniškis
district. “We grow winter wheat, malt barley, winter oilseed rape.
We tried cropping summer rapeseed but it has not answered the
purpose because of low yield,” tells Svajūnas about his farming.
From mixed to crop production
Svajūnas Bulys started farming in 2007. Such
was a family decision: the parents decided to earlier retire from active agricultural production and
to pass over farming to their son who finished his
studies at the Joniškis school of agriculture.
“Farming has entered the life of our family somehow spontaneously,” smiles Nijolė. “Together with
Romaldas, my husband, we restituted lands oned
by our grandparents. At first, 15 ha owned by the
husband’s grandparents and later lands of my
grandparents. The farm was registered in 1991.
Possessing approximately 30 ha of our own land,
we leased the same amount. Thus we cultivated
about 70 ha of land,” the onset of farming recollects Nijolė Bulienė.
From the beginning the Buliai family residing in

88

The Buliai have purchased the most necessary
machinery for farming, some new and some second
hand. Just a powerful tractor was lacking. “I have
decided to make use of the support for young farmers from the Lithuanian Rural Development Program for 2007–2013. I received LTL 138,112 of
support and bought a tractor I wanted, Lindini 45,”
relates Svajūnas, a professional mechanician.
The support was an additional stimulus for the
young farmer to renew other old machinery since
new one is always better: lower repair expenses,
it consumes less fuel and such machinery is incomparably handier to operate. “It is very good
that the Ministry of Agriculture has separated large
and small projects. If I needed to compile such
exhaustive “bibles” for the project I would not have
submitted any project,” Svajūnas smiles and adds
“The procedure for the development and financing
of small projects was simplified and it was a great
relief for small farmers. Making use of the program
measure“ Modernization of Agriculture“ I bought a
harvester, a seeding-machine with primary tillage,
sprayer, and manure spreader. We have invested
approx. LTL 500,000 of support in the farm. My
mother is an economist in agriculture and I followed her advice not to take loans from the bank.
I tried to purchase everything with my own capital.
Sometimes when short of money I ask sellers to
postpone payment for some time.”
A man in his forties makes no secret of the fact
that you may lead a normal life by farming if you
try hard. “Sure, some days are better, some are
harder but there is no reason to complain. The
conditions are not bad for farming in Lithuania if
you work,” says Svajūnas.
All works are performed by the members of the
family. Just in a busy season during grain threshing
time we hire a man. “It is good to have grain reception points nearby, we don’t need to go far and spend
a lot of time queuing,” rejoices the young farmer.

fallow-deers for son’s joy
Two years ago Svajūnas was tempted to settle
fallow-deers in his land. It would be nice to see running fallow-deers in the grove located on his land.
He went to Mažeikiai, bought a male fallow-deer and
eight females, made an enclosure around approximately 3 ha, allocating somepart of the grove
and somepart of the meadow and let them free to
graze. Now 30 fallow-deers run in the enclosure.
“The specialists say that up to 50 fallow-deers may
live in the enclosure. Yet the undertaking requires
investment. We have already tasted meat. There
was a fallow-deer with crooked horn endangering
other tribesmen so we used him for tasting,” Svajūnas is joking and adds “Now fallow-deers are
the greatest Justas’s joy. He is already five and
is able to show what he does like. He is very fond
of animals and machinery.” When asked whether he is bringing up his substitute, he laughs –
who knows what way of life he will choose. ●

Svajūnas Bulys farm.

Kirnaičiai settlementhad a mixed farm. In addition
to growing cereals and rapeseed, they raised four
cows for milk and offspring, but later dropped.
“Our homestead is very narrow, hardly 24 metres. To breed livestock you need to comply with
quite a lot of requirements. There is no place for
slurry pits, manure yards when the settlement is
around,” says Nijolė.
But theland plots of farmers are far away from
each other. So it happened that the land repossesed by Nijolė was on one side of Joniškis and
that of Romaldas on the other. You must cover 20
km to reach the plots. “By all means the expenses
are increased but what’s to be done. Yet the people
are cautious about land consolidation. They are not
willing to exchange their plots. The plots we rent
are narrow strips, hardly reaching several hectares
in width,” alludes the young farmer.
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favoured areas. Thus they to some part compensate our expenses, since even non-productive soils
need to be fertilized and sprayed. All that costs a
lot of money. After grain selling, nothing much is
left. Input is also increased due to the land plots
being situated far away from each other. You must
go at the radius of 35 km. And this means additional expenses. If not the support, not much money
could be left for buying machinery. And machinery is known to get damaged. The more intensively you work, the sooner it becomes worn-out. It
seems that you bought one not long ago, and after
some time you need to buy new. It is a pity but my
first tractor has already served its term.“
He should rather replace crop-production by livestock-breeding.

You need work more,
cry less and everything will be OK

Tomas says that all of them, including his father and brother, not once thought about livestockbreeding. There are places for pastures. Grain, left
after sale, could be fed to animals. “When you do
not have animals, you are greatly dependent on
grain purchasers. They are quick to reduce the
price after detecting even a small flaw. If you raise
animals, you may sell good-quality grain and feed
grain of poor quality to animals, and derive higher
income. Certainly, even now you may sell grain to
pig breeders. But in that case you lose 200 LTL/t.
They just pay such a price, and you have nothing
to do but to sell. And agricultural policy in Lithuania
lately has been favourable for livestock-breeding,”
reflects Tomas.
One reason, however, stops Tomas from realization of his plan. “Now we hire just one worker,
as my father, brother and I can do everything on
our own. Livestock-breeding is labour-consuming,
you need more people. It is not easy here to hire
people. Especially previously. Lately it has been as
if easier to find people willing to work. At least this
spring I at once succeeded in finding a worker willing to work,” speaks T. Kaunietis. “When I started
farming, I was surprised to see people complaining
of not having a job, and after receiving a list of
several people at the labour exchange and calling
them I found out that nobody wants to start working. We, Lithuanians, need not complain so much,
we better go working for our own welfare.” ●

Tomas Kaunietis, a young farmer from Pagiriai village (Anykščiai district), is one of those who attempted to find his happiness abroad.
“you do not need to go to any foreign lands. you may earn the same
money in Lithuania as well. Just you must not be lazy,” says Tomas.
Instead of his work abroad he started
farming
“When my father started farming, I was searching for happiness in foreign lands. Since my speciality is finishing of buildings, in Denmark I worked
in construction sites. I was not short of work here,
but started thinking it is time to create something
of my own. The more so that there were all the
opportunities for receiving support. My father, stimulated by my brother Marius, has been already
involved in farming; therefore, he started encouraging me to come back,” tells a young farmer. “I
came back to Lithuania in 2007 and started farming at once. I was 22 years of age then. We did
not have much land; my father and I were farming
the area of about 100 ha. After a year I submitted
an application for support. And we increased the
area to 130 ha.”
Support amounting to LTL 138,112 was granted
to T. Kaunietis under the measure “Setting up of a
Young Farmer” of the RDP 2007–2013. “I bought
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a new tractor using those funds,” rejoices Tomas.
“Then I decided to make use of the programme
measure “Modernization of Agriculture”. At that
time the Ministry of Agriculture has simplified the
funding of small projects. I bought a disc shaving
machine, tractor-blower, technological equipment
for rear wheels, plough, sprayer, and fertilizer
sprayer. I paid in total about LTL 260,000, but
60% of those investments were disbursed from the
programme funds.”

Payments as a stimulus
Now Tomas, his father Robertas Kaunietis and
brother Marius are farming the farmland covering
about 400 ha of land. They are involved in crop
production. They rear winter and summer wheat,
some amount of rapeseed and barley. “I harvest
6–7 tonnes, on the average, per ha. Some places
yielding more crops, some are yielding much less,”
says Tomas. “We receive payments for farming of
quite a considerable part of winter crops in less

Tomas Kaunietis left his job abroad and started farming in his native land and feels not sorry for his decision.
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The last one not always is a loser
It would seem strange if Mantas, the son of Feliksas Vaitelis, a well-known
farmer in Lithuania, and the brother of no less renown donatas Vaitelis,
would have chosen some other way. It is not like that, he also started to
cultivate the native land.
Today Mantas undertakes organic farming in the
area of 200 ha. He is specializing in organic beef cattle
breeding. His herd consists of 180 heads of purebred
Limousine breed cattle, including 70 suckler cows.
The farmer recognizes that without the EU support
such progressive farm should not be created.
“I have made use of the measure “Setting up
of Young Farmers” under the Lithuanian Rural Development Programme for 2007–2013. From these funds I acquired a modern tractor. Today it is
the main support of our farm. Participating in other measures I bought some other land cultivation
machinery, which are of great help in the farm,”
the farmer speaks of the advantages of European
funding.

Not a beginner

Mantas Vaitelis with his daughter Rūta.

With the baggage of knowledge
“If compared to my father and brother I am somewhat late since primarily I decided to acquire
the speciality of a professional animal husbandry
technologist. I studied at the Veterinary Academy
though actually I have never been apart from the
land, since all the issues relevant to farming are
always commonly discussed in the family,” M. Vaitelis as if justifies himself.
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When asked if he does not feel as an outsider
since he started farming so late, Mantas says that
this is not the case. “We are always together, I see
my father and brother every day, therefore, family problems seem to be non-existent,” the farmer
states.
Family men have long ago have distributed their
duties: Feliksas is responsible for land cultivation
and sowing, Donatas for feed preparation, and
harvesting is the responsibility of Mantas.
“The family does not have the evident leader.
All the farms are similar, we gather every day, discuss the issues relevant to the family cooperative
and each of us carries out their own works,” the
young farmer M. Vaitelis speaks of democracy in
his family. ●
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support that Made People Closer

Everybody Needs Nice Environment

Since olden days people knew about each other’s joys and pains, helped each other when in
need, rejoiced at each other’s moments of happiness. Neighbours and villages somewhat alienated
due to historical events and reforms following one
after the other. The EU support opens the way to
community and closeness. “I am extremely happy
that in the rural areas the community life finds start
and gets increasingly stronger and catching, while
the strategies of own choice are implemented. In
2004–2006 in Lithuania only ten strategies were
implemented, while each district works on their
creation and implementation. Local Action Groups
(LAGs) created in 51 districts take care of strategy
development and implementation. Some are more
open and summon communities, businessmen and
non-governmental organisations for cooperation,
others are more self-contained, but all add to the
understanding of the people that they can take
part in solving the issues of their village. Ten years
ago the majority of rural population considered this
unrealistic”, J. Stakėnienė shares about the changes in the rural areas. “Under the Rural Development Programme for 2007–2013, the support to
the strategies developed by LAGs was provided by
means of the LEADER method. The total amount
of support according to the LEADER method is LTL
464.4 million. Most of it, LTL 434.1 million, was
confirmed under the measure “Implementation of
the Local Development Strategies” of the Rural Development Programme”.

Another obvious significance of the LEADER
method is the fact that through the stimulation of
proactiveness of rural communities and through
building of their organisation capacity, the rural
communities and the population were strengthened and encouraged to solve their rural issues. For
that purpose, under the LEADER method, each LAG
was provided in average LTL 9 million for the funding of business projects of its district communities
and nongovernmental organisations.
“Rural communities care about their living environment, thus while developing their projects
they focused on the maintenance of public spaces
with the allocation of about 75% of support for this
purpose“, J. Stakėnienė, Director of Rural Development Department emphasizes and rejoices over
the variety of implemented projects.
A lot of the country’s communities implemented water management projects. Some put street
lighting in order. Some built playgrounds and recreation sites. Some cherished the culture and old
traditions. Some supported the creation of businesses. Within the period of 2007–2013, over
3,000 projects were implemented and 1,411 public
spaces were put in order. According to J. Stakėnienė, Director of Rural Development Department,
the communities and the LAGs made their own decisions as for the projects to be implemented based on the LEADER method, however, committing
to the defined support directions.
The years 2014–2020 will maintain further ➤

So That People Would
fancy Living in the Village...
The awakened sun gets over the hills of Upper Lithuania, gallops over the tops of Dzūkija’s pine trees and rushes towards Samogitian hills and hillocks curiously watching people’s lives which increasingly change. The number of buildings grows, while the older
ones often gleam with new roofs in the distance. “While thinking of the village we first
of all consider what else may be done to have its life cosier, more convenient, so that
people were richer and had more faith in the future, the young would not just drop by
to see their ageing parents, but would happily live there with their children”, says Jurgita Stakėnienė, Director of Rural Development Department of the Ministry of Agriculture while talking of the meaning of the Lithuanian Rural Development Programme for
2007–2013 to the rural areas, and adds that the creation of the environment attractive
to people is in the focus while considering the future of rural areas.
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strengthening of the communities by means of stimulation of life quality improvements in the rural
areas, strengthening of the social cohesion and ensuring equal possibilities for everyone, developing
volunteer activities and building social responsibility of the public.

The Young and the Business Breath Life in
“Many communities used the support funds to
repair the buildings of public purpose. 662 buildings were put in order based on the support
funds. Thus, while travelling Lithuania, next to a
nicely maintained public purpose building in a rural
area, you can see a logo of the Rural Development
Programme”, says J. Stakėnienė who adds, “in the
ministry we sometimes joke that we should go and
see whether any dancing is on in those buildings.
Of course, a joke is a joke, but it has a lot of truth
behind it. If the dancing is on in a village, it means
that it has young people and the life blooms there.
The young is one of the indicators of the rural viability. In their applications for the support via LAGs

the communities focused a lot on the leisure of the
young. Of course, one project does not provide solution to all accumulated issues, but it shows that
they may be overcome by joint effort“.
J. Stakėnienė notes that some public purpose
buildings are not used effectively after the repairs.
“Perhaps these buildings may be adjusted for business development, social needs”, Director of Rural
Development Department contemplates”, the
adjustment of buildings for activities will be promoted through the support of 2014–2020. In the
previous period of the financial support, 25 % of
the support administered by LAGs was allocated to
business and unique projects. In this financial period the ministry seeks changing the proportion to
the benefit of increased business support possibilities along with bringing life to the buildings renovated within the previous financial support period“.

Do More for Less
“The time of gifts is over, each Litas will have
to be spent with a purpose, following the principle “more should be done for less,” emphasizes J.
Stakėnienė while telling of the adjustment of renovated buildings for the growth of business and
working places.
In the financial support period of 2014–2020,
strengthening of business and creation of working
places will be promoted through various measures
of the programme, thus contributing to one of the
key objectives of the programme for 2014–2020,
i.e. poverty reduction.
The LEADER method is one of the measures. The
other measure is dedicated to the alternative business development.
According to this measure, the support of EUR
70,000 will be allocated for establishing businesses.

The Budraičiai community established a mini enterprise for fruit and vegetable processing.
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The Antanavas community supplies warm meals to lonely senior people.

“Unlike in the previous period, when creation of
larger businesses in rural areas was in focus, in
2014–2020 small businesses will be promoted,”
Director of the Rural Development Department
stated. “Businesses may vary a lot. For example,
a small company opens for the processing of lamb
wool. It may be knitting or weaving. A small bakery or a hairdresser’s is possible... It is the matter
of how smart and inventive people are. Such projects may be undertaken by both, individuals and
the community. Lithuania has rural communities
that based on the funding through various projects, undertake business and thus, in addition to
employing a few rural residents, make money for
further activities. An excellent example of business development is the community of Budraičiai
village in Kelmė District. In 2008, by means of
the Small Grant Programme of the Global Environment Facility and the support of the Ministry
of Agriculture, they implemented a project “Cooperated production of ecological products and
market development in the Eastern Samogitia”
and opened a microenterprise for the processing
of ecological agricultural products, fruit and vegetables. Today the microenterprise helps the population sell the fruit and vegetables they grow and
receive some extra cash,” J. Stakėnienė shares
the ideas.
Alternative to agricultural activities in rural areas are supported under the measure “Transition to
non-agricultural activities” of the Lithuanian Rural
Development Programme for 2007–2013. This
support is dedicated to the diversification of econo-

mic activities in rural areas. It was received by rural
residents and very small enterprises that, over two
recent years prior to the support applications, carried out agricultural activities and based on that
earned at least 50% of the total income.
The support was provided for many non-agricultural activities, for example, creation and development of the services, such as hairdresser’s,
sewing works, furniture works, etc. Also, support
is provided to opening and maintaining of the handicrafts, such as knitting, weaving, shoemaking,
woodcarving, etc.
The Ministry facilitated some conditions to the
applicants through simplified provision of the
support which does not exceed LTL 150,000. Business plans were not required from these applicants.

Social Business is the Tomorrow of
Communities
In the opinion of J. Stakėnienė, social business
has a bright outlook in rural areas. It is yet another
niche for the adjustment of buildings. They could
house kindergartens, homes for seniors, afterschool
catering for children, child support while in families
at social risk, lonely people. “An example of social
business, I dare say, may be Antanavas community
of Kazlų Rūdos Municipality headed by Reda Kneizevičienė,” Director of Rural Development Department
rejoices at the smart community. “Since 2011 they
have been home delivering hot meals to 15 lonely
residents of the municipal area.” ●
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gė district) is involved in cherishing the carving,
which is the pride of Samogitian craftsmen from
old times. Weaving classes also take place.
In Kuršėnai (Šiauliai district), the capital of
pottery, classes are run of how to turn clay into
a jar, vase or some other lovely item.
Utena Traditional Crafts Centre “Svirnas”, joining more than 200 folk artists and craftsmen,
continues traditions of ceramics, knitting and
wattling.
The Crafts Centre, sited in the building, reconstructed from the EU funds, reminds of the old
traditions of baking bread, potato dish “banda”
of Dzūkija and other dainty items.
Kretinga Crafts Centre devotes special attention to candy making. Ceramics and traditional
bread baking are taught here. The Kelmė residents remember pottery.
Each traditional crafts centre is the basis for
revival of old crafts. In 2014–2020 support will
be granted to the crafts, cherishing heritage,
simultaneously contributing to the increase of
entrepreneurship of people. ●

Old crafts are
encouraged
Since of olden times almost each village is
known to have its own craftsman. Village
without smiths, carpenters, joiners and
weavers could not do in those times.
Nowadays old crafts constitute the cultural heritage, which may inspire people, thinking of the
development of rural crafts. Implementing the
Rural Development Programme for 2007–2013,
craft centres have been established, their main
goal being to preserve and cherish traditional
crafts, to develop and variegate educational programmes, and to help craftsmen to sell their products.
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After the smithery was built in Niūronys village
(Anykščiai district) using the support received, a
jewelery workshop was installed here. The doors
of the reconstructed wooden house opened its
doors for a weaving class with seven weaving
lathes and a textile exposition. A kiosk is also
reconstructed and visitors here can acquire the
souvenirs of local craftsmen.
The Plateliai Traditional Crafts Centre (Plun-
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golf inventory and lawn maintenance equipment.
Some space is available for a recreation and games room.
The community decided to face the challenge of
becoming the most active in the district and making
the land of Šilutė famous, in addition to seeking
for the ways of stimulating the entrepreneurship of
the community members. The community intends
using the recreation and leisure complex created
due to the project implementation as a cornerstone gravity centre for various other activities to be
created around it in the future. This local project is
expected to instigate the creation of new working
places, business and local tourism development.
Although the project was completed only one year
ago, its implementation activated local population
to create the community life, while good neighbour
relations grew stronger. A unique recreation area
created in the village turned into the location of
gatherings, arranging and performing venues for
the residents of other villages, in addition to Stubriai people. The golf course turned into a place
for the activities of neighbouring village schools,
gatherings of children, the young and families. ●

“Stubriai” Take Care of Recreation and
Handicraft Development

The small golf course of Stubriai village turned into a gravity centre to the neighbouring villages too.

Do you like golf? Are you saying you have no time for it?
Residents of Stubriai village, Šilutė District, can indulge in this
amusement whenever they will. The population of Stubriai
used the Eu support to build a small golf course. Of course, this
amusement would not be there, but for the support.
Stubriai village is small, with 198 people only.
But this fact may be the reason that they care what
their village will be like in 10–20 years and where
their children and grandchildren will visit or return
to take over the farms from their parents. Alytė
Stubrienė, Chairman of the Community, together
with the Head of the Municipal Area and the most
active residents, decided that their village needs
a small golf course. They developed the project
“Adjustment of the Territory of Stubriai Village
Community for Recreation and Handicraft Development”. The Asociation “Lamatos Land” supported
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their idea and allocated more than LTL 400,000 for
the project implementation.
Today a recreation and leisure complex is created on the land next to the houses of Stubriai
community, like no other place in the entire Šilutė
District. For that purpose the meadow was drained and a small golf course (9–12 holes) was built
with an access road, pedestrian walks, playground
for children, purchased lawn maintenance inventory, and a building. Changing rooms are installed
in the building. Those who arrive for a game can
safely keep their belongings there. It stores small

101

fuTuRE sTaRTs TOday

REVIVaL Of LIThuaNIaN COuNTRy sIdE

Viktorija bought her first horse nearly twenty
years ago. Later on more horses followed. Previously she kept her horses in the stud farm established in Riešė. “Since in Pustelninkai village
(Vilnius District) we owned 12 ha of land and turned its bushy area into a pasture, we started thinking of turning this area into something suitable
for more than the preparation of the stud fodder.
In 2010 we decided to submit a project under the
measure “Support to Business and Rural Development” of the Rural Development Programme for
2007–2013. The support of LTL 1.7 million was
allocated for the project implementation. 35 %
of the project value had to be our own funds. Naturally, that money was not sufficient, so we invested a lot more. We completed the project in
2013,” Viktorija tells.
The implementation of the project “Creation of
a Modern Stud Farm” included the construction
of the stud farm building with all required installations, such as the stalls, the drill hall, changing and recreation rooms for the riders. The total
area of the building including the drill hall is about
2,200 sq. m. ●

a Modern stud farm Established
in Pustelninkai Village
“Since I was born, I have been growing by the horse’s legs,” Viktorija Navickaitė,
Director of “Jojimo centras Žirgas” LLC jokes, when asked what encouraged the
creation of the stud farm, and explains, “My grandfather Liudvikas Navickas was
the pioneer of horseback riding and a multifold champion of Lithuania as well as
a meritorious trainer. Also, my father Aleksandras Navickas is the champion of
Lithuania. I did not even imagine my life other than with horses”.
102
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Mobile Business of Making Food
for the Land
“When the support for rural businesses started, our first thought was
what it is that we miss. It looked like there is lack for mobile services in
Lithuania,” Justina Mėlinauskaitė, Director of “Komposta” LLC opened
in 2011 in Barboriškiai village (Elektrėnai Municipality), tells about the
idea to make compost, the food for the land, and to provide mobile
services to population and enterprises.
“At first we planned making compost of the silt
which accumulates in large amounts as a result of
water pools cleaning. Thus we were thinking of the
silt composting when we developed the project.
We needed mobile composting equipment for the
development of our activities,” Justina Mėlinauskaitė, Director of “Komposta” tells.
Under the measure “Support to business creation
and development” of the RDP for 2007–2013, the
company developed the project requesting the allocation of more than LTL 1.5 million, which was submitted to the National Paying Agency. “We were
the first who thought of providing mobile composting
services, and in the meantime, we are the only,” the
Director tells about the exclusivity of “Komposta” LLC.
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“Komposta” was allocated the financing and invested support funds into the purchase of mobile
composting equipment. It included three tractors,
a turning machine, a trailer, and three trucks, including a tipper.
“Now we have the whole set of machinery required for our activities. It may be easily transported all over Lithuania and by means of microbiological preparations, instead of manure, we can
turn sludge or other biodegradable materials into
the highest quality compost within 4–5 weeks,
which is an excellent method for soil reviving and
maintenance of vegetation,” J.Mėlinauskaitė tells
about the possibilities of the company after the
mobile equipment was purchased. ●

The Perspective of 2014–2020

“As a part of the preparation for the financial support period of 2014–2020, the Ministry of
Agriculture first of all consulted our partners,
the Chamber of Agriculture and the associations.
Over 50 round table discussions were arranged
for the purpose of finding the best solutions so
that the largest possible number of rural population could use the EU support. Thus the priority
areas saw the light as a result of long discussions and search,” Jurgita Stakėnienė, Director
of Rural Development Department tells of the
preparation for the new financial support period.
“The key priority of this period is the competitiveness. When during meetings Prof. Vigilijus
Jukna, the Minister of Agriculture, has to answer
the question what kind of farming he is for, he
always emphasizes that he is for competitive farming. Indeed, being competitive does not mean
that a farmer needs large land areas. As a result
of smart farming the income from five hectares
may be no smaller than from 500. Small farms
can also increase their competitiveness by means of cooperation.”
Another priority of the new period is cattle

breeding, growing of fruit and vegetables. According to J. Stakėnienė, these areas were selected
with the purpose of balancing the agricultural
produce, creating more working places and thus
enabling larger income of the rural population,
since the third priority of the new financing period is also poverty reduction in rural areas. This
may only be possible on the condition that people
can increase their income.
“The increase of income is a precondition to
achieving the fourth and, as we joke, the perennial priority which is the incentive for the young
to stay in the village. We hope that the measure
of this financing period will be attractive to the
young since it stimulates business creation,” Jurgita Stakėnienė, Director of the Rural Development Department, says. We expect the envisaged priorities to strengthen the viability of the
Lithuanian rural areas and to add to the sustainable development and preservation of the environment, since the programme for 2014–2020
includes numbers of measures that will strengthen the creation of sustainable activities and sustainable consumption.” ●
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